






Highly Commended Awards
South Australia
Excellence in Infrastructure
•	 Michael Perry Reserve Erosion Control and Habitat 

Restoration, City of Burnside
•	 Niche at Hillbank, Greenhill Engineers & Hassell
•	 Christie Creek Upgrade, Leed Engineering & City of 

Onkaparinga
•	 First Creek Flood Mitigation Works Stages 1 – 5, City of 

Norwood, Payneham & St Peter’s

Excellence in Asset Management
•	 City of Prospect Stormwater Drainage Condition Assessment, 

Tonkin Consulting and City of Prospect

Queensland
Excellence in Infrastructure
•	 Waterway Health Enhancement - Stable Swamp Creek, 

Evenwood Street Stage 3, Brisbane City Council 

New South Wales
Excellence in Strategic or Master Planning
•	 Googong Township – Integrated Water Cycle Project, Brown 

Consulting, Canberra Investment Corporation Limited (CIC), 
Manidis Roberts & Montgomery Watson Harza

Excellence in Infrastructure
•	 The Cup and Saucer Creek Wetland, Sydney Water
•	 Managing Overland Flooding in Dubbo – Brisbane Street 

Drainage Augmentation, Dubbo City Council
•	 Ploughmans Creek Stormwater Harvesting Scheme, Geolyse
•	 Echo Point Stormwater Harvesting and Reuse Scheme, 

Equatica and Blue Mountains City Council

Excellence in Research, Innovation, Policy & Education
•	 Remote Monitoring of Ku-ring-gai Council’s Stormwater 

Harvesting Systems, Ku-ring-gai Council

Victoria Merit Award for Infrastructure, 
Pipelines Alliance

Victoria Merit Award for Excellence in Strategic 
and Master Planning, CPG Australia

New South Wales Award Winners New South Wales Highly Commended Excellence 
in Infrastructure, Managing Overland Flooding in 
Dubbo , Dubbo City Council



Pitman’s Name Written in Water
Tuesday, 4 October 2011
DES RYAN, www.indaily.com.au

FOR all his doubters and detractors, stormwater guru Colin 
Pitman still keeps pulling in the awards.

The latest is a double from the Stormwater Industry Association: 
one to him personally for “Excellence to the Industry”;  and an 
“Excellence in Infrastructure Award” to his Salisbury Council 
water team.

Pitman, the council’s director of city projects, is best known for 
his passionate advocacy of stormwater recycling for irrigation, 
industry and ultimately as drinking water. Starting 22 years ago 
with the original Greenfield Wetlands near the current Mawson 
Lakes, Pitman, 62, has received recognition and criticism almost 
in equal measure over the years.

The criticism comes in various forms, usually off the back of 
another Pitman challenge to accepted government wisdom. One 
of his targets is the Adelaide Desalination Plant for its expense and 
environment  impact compared to recycling stormwater.

“We have, within our industry, detractors - even some scientific 
detractors,” he told Indaily.

“But we know from our consultations, the community  is far 
more supportive of what we’re doing than they are of the desal 
plant. They know this water is falling on their roofs, they know 
it’s running down the street, they know it’s going to sea and that 
somehow  it should be cleaned.

“But to take water from the ocean and squeeze it through a 
sausage and push out the salt with a lot of energy and then 
distribute it, I think is fundamentally contrary to today’s thinking 
about the consumption of energy and effort in actually putting 
water into our mouths.”

The Salisbury team award was for the Unity Park Biofiltration 
Wetland at Pooraka, a pilot project that cleanses urban 
stormwater run-off. Pitman, along with the team’s water systems 
manager Bruce Naumann, use Unity Park as a demonstration plant 
to show that small urban areas can still effectively capture and re-
use stormwater.

Since the early Greenfields days, the council has become so 
sophisticated in managing water that it can now blend different 
types of recycled water to suit a customer’s needs.

“The trick nowadays is to say, what does the customer want? Do 
they actually want drinking water? Or are they happy with salty 
water with no bacteria? Or do they want that water simply to 
improve the urban design of a community?

“You then focus on fit-for-purpose water. It’s not simply about 
second-grade water. It’s actually mixing water to achieve a 
customer’s specific demands.”

Pitman has built up commercial relationships with local business 
and industry, which do not require expensive tapwater for their 
processes but can use the second-grade water supplied by Salisbury.

South Australia Chair’s Award for Contribution to 
the Industry, Mr Colin Pitman, City of Salisbury

Appointment of Chief 
Executive Officer to the 
National Water Commission
National Water Commission Chair Ms Chloe 
Munro today congratulated Mr James Cameron on 
his appointment as the Chief Executive Officer of 
the National Water Commission.

Mr Cameron has been acting in the role since the 
retirement of inaugural Chair and CEO, Mr Ken 
Matthews, in October 2010 and had been Deputy 
CEO of the Commission since October 2009.

Ms Munro said, ‘Mr Cameron has made his mark 
as an accomplished leader of the Commission.

‘I look forward to continuing to work with him to 
advance water reform through the Commission’s 
public assessments and transparency reports, 
thought leadership activities, and investments in 
practical tools.’

As Chief Executive Officer Mr Cameron will 
report directly to the Parliamentary Secretary 
for Sustainability and Urban Water, and be 
accountable to him for the effective and efficient 
operation of the Commission

He will have overall responsibility for the strategic 
direction and operations of the Commission and 
for administering Australian Government’s Raising 
National Water Standards Program which is 
managed by the Commission.

Prior to his appointment Mr Cameron held a 
number of senior management roles in the 
Australian Government’s communications 
portfolio, including responsibility for 
telecommunications, broadcasting, information 
and communications technology and arts and 
sport policy.



He is also trading water credits with some industrial customers 
including a food processor that draws saline water from a bore.

“That customer is very happy with that water because there’s no 
bacteria at all. It’s food quality water; it’s water that can be used 
in the food industry.”

Pitman said the relationship with industry had matured to 
the stage where the council was treated as a trusted partner 
rather than simply as a local council. However, the same trusted 
relationship did not exist with the state government, he said.

The government had made a political decision to invest heavily 
in the desal plant and Pitman said stormwater management was 
considered to be at odds with SA Water’s vested interests. He said 
the government paid lip-service to stormwater only to get the 
public off its back.

 “In the last couple of years they’ve put about $20 million into 
stormwater but it needs $300-400 million to actually give it a real 
opportunity. That token support has to some extent cooled down 
the political flame that is being thrust on their bellies.

“But in the community, the ardour of the community is to say on 
[rainy] days, why are we letting all that water go? At a local level I 
think the residents, the industry and the community are basically 
saying, why are we paying for this [desal] monolith?

“Both the opposition and the government have actually said they 
want that monolith - one only half the size of the other - but 
they’ve nailed their hand to the cross on this.”

Pitman was confident that stormwater management soon would 
produce water pure enough to drink at an affordable price. A 
research project is currently underway by the CSIRO and the 
federally-funded Goyder Institute, which he said could produce 
conclusive results in three to four years.

Meantime, the next stage of Pitman’s water evolution is a project he is 
working on with a mathematician to develop an automated system to 
anticipate flood problems and to manage stormwater at the same time.

By collecting rainfall data such as precipitation rates for flood-
prone areas like Globe Derby, the model aims to predict both 
flooding events and to assess how much of the water can be 
captured for re-use.

“Now that has never been done before. That is real, real 
leadership stuff. There have been attempts to do the flood 
management stuff - the Brisbane River - and there’s work done 
in Europe where they model the Rhine and the Spree and other 
rivers to predict flood flows.

“But to predict the actual water quality for the purpose of storage 
and management, and monitor the nutrient loads in the water 
and the nutrient reduction through wetlands, has never been 
done before in one package.”

“It is complex and it’s got to be done, otherwise stormwater 
recycling will not be successful. Because you can’t have people 
sitting in concrete rooms constantly managing  these systems. You 
have got to be able to automate them to some extent.

“They’re far too complex as it is. It requires technology similar 
to flight predictions and landing automatically on runways, to 
manage stormwater the same way.”

Upcoming Events
SIA SA Annual General Meeting
Thursday 16th November 2011
Venue TBA
Email:  siasa@stormwater.asn.au
 
6th Australian Stream Management 
Conference Managing for extremes
6th - 8th February 2012
Location: Canberra 
www.asm6.org.au

Stormwater Harvesting in Western 
Australia Hydropolis 2012 
March 13th, 2012 
Location: Perth     
Web: www.stormwaterwa.asn.au 
Email: info@stormwaterwa.asn.aus

Call for Abstracts and Expression of Interest
If you are interested in presenting at Hydropolis 
2012 send an abstract to info@stormwaterwa.asn.
au or phone SIA WA Chair Jim Davies on (08) 9388 
2436. We would be delighted to hear from you.

Stormwater 2012 National 
Conference
15th - 19th October 2012 
The Sofitel Hotel, Melbourne, Vic

Become a Sustaining 
Member of the SIA
Becoming a Sustaining Member of the 
Stormwater Industry Association benefits your 
organisation in many ways including participating 
in the management of state SIAs through election 
to state committees, building your profile within 
the stormwater industry, providing networking 
opportunities and assisting with your staff 
education through seminar and conference 
discounts. 

To	find	out	more	about	becoming	a	Sustaining	Member	
of the SIA please email: 
NationalAdmin@stormwater.asn.au.

Would You Like to Join the SIA?
To register as a member of the SIA, please visit the 
association website at: 
www.stormwater.asn.au/join.asp

Or email: manager@stormwater.asn.au 

SIA National 
GPO Box 1261, Canberra  ACT  2601 
Phone: 1800 761 777       

 www.stormwater.asn.au



SIA National & State Committees
Stormwater Industry 
Association Ltd
NATIONAL CONTACT DETAILS 
SIA Ltd - GPO Box 1261 
Canberra ACT 2601
NationalPresident@stormwater.asn.au
NationalAdmin@stormwater.asn.au
Editor@stormwater.asn.au
Ph: 1800 761 777

Executive
President: Steve Frost (Stormwater NSW)
Secretary: Andrew Allan (Stormwater VIC)
Administration: Richard Wearne

Committee:
Andrew King (SIA SA)
Jim Davies (SIA WA)
John Keays (SIA QLD)
Brett Phillips (Stormwater NSW)
Rod Wiese (Stormwater VIC)
Natalie Payne (Stormwater NSW)
Kylie Hyde (SIA SA)
Sarah Jones (SIA QLD)

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
SIA SA - PO Box 148 
North Adelaide SA 5006
siasa@stormwater.asn.au 

Executive
Chairperson: Kylie Hyde (Allwater)
Deputy Chair: Andrew King (City of West 
Torrens)
Secretary: Cindy Oliver (Greenhill 
Engineers)
Treasurer: Mark Page (KBR)

Committee:  
Dean Nobbs (GHD)
Frank Berton (AECOM)
Mark Schilling (Parsons Brinckerhoff)
Paul de Palma (Aurecon)
Jude Nirmalaraja (City of Onkaparinga)
Steve Condos (City of Charles Sturt)
Peter Newland (Environment Protection 
Auth)
Simon Sherriff (Department for Water)
Simon Bartosak (Humes)
Chris Michell (Rocla)
Dean Morris (Ecosol) 
Robin Allison (DesignFlow)

QUEENSLAND 
SIA QLD - PO Box 1221 
Burwood NSW 1805
siaqld@stormwater.asn.au 
Ph: (02) 9744 5252

Executive
President: Peter Comino (SMEC)
Vice President: Nicole Ramilo (BMT WBM)
Secretary: Lindsay McLeod (Moreton Bay 
Regional Council)
Treasurer: Mark Henry Rubarenzya 

Committee:
Charles Coathup (Ecosol)
Peter Grainger (Stormwater360)
John Jensen (East Coast Environmental 
Solutions)
Bill Johnson (Parsons Brinckerhoff)
Sarah Jones (Healthy Waterways)
Louis Kamenos (Lou Kamenos & Associates) 
John Keays (Keays Software)
Jason Kenny (Ecosol)
Karl Koberg (Rocla Pipeline Products)
Dr Brian McIntosh (International WaterCentre)
Rob Ritchie (Humes)
Peter Worth (Rocla Pipeline Products)
David Simpson (Brisbane City Council)
Michael Spiller (Humes)

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
SIA WA - 5 Mirfield Street 
Roleystone WA, 6111
info@stormwaterwa.asn.au 
Ph: 0439 901 932 

Executive
Chairman: Jim Davies (JDA Consultant 
Hydrologists)
Secretary: Chris Horgan (Horgan Engineering)
Treasurer: Nicholas Deeks (GHD)

Committee:  
Mark Cavaney (Aurecon)
Stephen Duncan (Humes)
Simon Gray (Rocla)
Alan Hill
Christopher Braggins (Ecosol)
Bill Till (Department of Water)

NEW SOUTH WALES
Stormwater NSW - PO Box 1221 
Burwood  NSW 1805
siansw@stormwater.asn.au 
Ph: (02) 9744 5252

Executive
President: Murray Powell (Optimal 
Stormwater)
Vice President: Steve Frost (Fairfield City 
Council)
Secretary: Eric Love (Star Water Solutions) 
Treasurer: Brett Phillips (Cardno)

Committee:
Peter Bennett (Baramy Engineering)
Barry Birch (Master Plumbers Association)
Aaron Cortese (Ecosol)
Martin Ryzak (Rocla Pipeline Products)
John Constandopoulos (Sinclair Knight Merz)
Sophia Findlay (Ku-ring-gai Council)
Natalie Payne (Blacktown City Council)
Rob Peterson (Brown Consulting)
Harout Tcherkezian (Stormwater360)
Matthew Lewis (Sydney Water)
Ben Wolfgramm (Storm Consulting)
Erin Sellers (Fairfield City Council)

VICTORIA
Stormwater Victoria - 141 Queen Street 
Altona Vic 3018 
office@stormwatervictoria.com.au 
Ph: 0409 978 453

Executive
President: Rod Wiese (Storm Consulting)
Vice President: Sheridan Blunt (Moonee 
Valley City Council)
Secretary: Damien D’Aspromonte (Parsons 
Brinckerhoff) 
Treasurer: Andrew Allan (Manningham 
Council)

Committee:
Iouri Vaisman (The Water & Carbon Group)
Mandy Bolton (DSE Andrew Clifton - Rocla) 
Peter Diprose (Humes Leigh Holmes - CPG)
Nathan Clements (Parsons Brinckerhoff)
Tania Struzina (Clearwater)
Justin Lewis (Melbourne Water) 
Michael Wicks (Stormwater 360)
Scott Dunn (Engeny)
Philip Joyce (GHD)
Chris Beardshaw (Water Technology)
John Chrispijn (TAS) (Derwent Estuary 
Program)
John DeVries (TAS) (Derwent Estuary 
Program)

Note: Contact details contained in this 
document may not be used for unsolicited 
commercial electronic messages.

STORMWATER INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVES
The	Stormwater	Industry	Association	(SIA)	is	made	up	of	a	number	of	entities.		These	include	
associations	incorporated	in	individual	Australian	States	(State	SIAs)	and	Nationally	through	a	
non-profit	company	called	the	Stormwater	Industry	Association	Ltd,	also	known	as	SIA	National.

The	objectives	for	which	SIA	National	is	established	are:
•	 To determine and coordinate policy direction for the State SIAs
•	 To implement policy via the State SIAs
•	 To represent the State SIAs at the Australian Government level
•	 To lobby the Federal Government policy advisors and committees for better 

environmental and technological management of stormwater
•	 To represent the State SIAs on national issues with national groups, organisations, 

institutes and elsewhere, as requested
•	 To further nationally the interests of the State SIAs in stormwater management
•	 To promote the establishment of a Stormwater Industry Association within all 

States and Territories of Australia
•	 To promote interaction between State SIAs

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
Please advise your relevant State Association 
if you are moving.  A quick call can ensure 
that your newsletter goes to the correct 
address or replacement person in your 
organisation.  This is also important for your 
email news.  Often Bulletins are returned 
through the post with no explanation by 
front desk staff because you no longer work 
at the organisation and the new person in 
your role is left out of the loop.


