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Bring on 2012
Welcome to 2012,
the Chinese Year of
the Dragon. Students
of the Chinese
horoscope will know
that each Year of the
Dragon is associated
with one of the five
elements either
metal, water, wood,
fire or earth.
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In 2012 our dragon is associated with water.
How fitting then that 2012 will also be a huge year for the stormwater industry in so many
ways.

Neville Jones Receives
Life Member Award
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When you dig a bit further into the Chinese horoscope you find water dragons are ‘better
equipped to take a step back, to revaluate a situation because they understand the art of
patience and do not desire the spotlight and so therefore make smart decisions.’
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P.5
Conference Keynote

Doesn’t that just sound like a description of a true stormwater professional, patient,
measuring their success by how well they get on with their job and making smart
decisions.

Upcoming Events
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In 2012 our dragon is associated with water

Utilities Prepare for Wet
Weather in a Changing
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And one of the smartest decisions any member of the Association or indeed anyone
involved in the industry can make in 2012 will be to get along to our second National
Conference.

Pasha Bulker Flood
Recreated
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The second National Conference of the Stormwater Industry Association will take place
from the 15th to the 19th of October at the Sofitel Melbourne on Collins Street.

Contacts
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Our first National Conference in Sydney was an outstanding success. We want to make the
second one even better.
So mark those dates in your diary right now.

Sustaining Members

Continues page 4

Improved Sediment and Erosion
Control on Southern Tasmanian
Construction Sites
By John Devries, Sediment & Erosion Control Officer, Derwent Estuary
Program, Hobart, TAS
An estimated 8,000 tonnes of suspended solids (mostly sediment) is
delivered each year to the Derwent estuary, in Southern Tasmania
via stormwater runoff. Construction activity is considered to be a
significant contributing factor to this sediment load to the estuary.
The detrimental effects caused by large volumes of sediment
discharged to stormwater include:
A Hobart building site after a storm (50mm rain
in 24hrs) where no sediment and erosion controls
were used on the site.

•

•
•
•

Environmental harm due to smothering of organisms, reduced
light penetration in waterways, irritation of fish respiratory
surfaces and the carriage of other pollutants including heavy
metals and hydrocarbons;
Increased risk of flooding due to clogging of stormwater
infrastructure;
Costly maintenance and repairs to council stormwater assets;
and
Safety risks for traffic and pedestrians from sediment being
tracked onto public road surfaces and footpaths.

In Tasmania councils are responsible for regulating construction sites
for soil and water management. For most construction activities
they condition and issue planning and building permits with soil
and water management requirements, including the submission and
implementation of Soil and Water Management Plans (SWMPs).

A newly completed Hobart subdivision after a
relatively minor storm (10mm rain in 24hrs) where
no sediment and erosion controls were in place.

The review also identified that councils were not actively
inspecting and enforcing soil and water management
conditions on building sites due to a lack of available staff and
perceived difficulties with enforcing permit conditions.
In 2006 a review of building and construction sites by the Tasmanian
Government backed Derwent Estuary Program (DEP) revealed that
the implementation of sediment and erosion control measures was
generally very poor in the Greater Hobart Area. The review also
identified that councils were not actively inspecting and enforcing
soil and water management conditions on building sites due to a
lack of available staff and perceived difficulties with enforcing permit
conditions.
As part of recommendations from the 2006 review a range of
resources were developed by the DEP and distributed to councils and
the construction industry to facilitate improvement. These included:
•

•
•
•
Why education is necessary - A Hobart subdivision
with attempted sediment and erosion controls in
place.

•
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Development and distribution of a new series of best practice
soil and water management guidelines – “Soil and Water
Management on Building and Construction Sites” (2008);
Development of enforcement proformas for councils;
Provision of Council training sessions to planning and civil works
staff;
Distribution of sediment control kits to Council civil works
crews; and
Presentations to HIA and Master Builders Association.

Asset Management for
Stormwater Infrastructure
- Practice Note

In 2010 the Derwent Estuary Program also employed a Sediment and
Erosion Control Officer to work with local councils and the building
industry to improve on-site practices. The first objective was to
conduct a series of site audits across six municipalities in order to
assess the current level of compliance with best practice soil and
water management and compare this to the results of the 2006
review.

The Institute of Public Works Engineering, Australia
(IPWEA) has released Practice Note No. 5 “Condition
Assessment & Asset Performance Guidelines” for
stormwater drainage (SWD). The purpose of the
Guidelines is to seek uniformity in:

Even with the resources made available to Councils and builders
over the last four years, further on ground improvement in soil and
water management practices on building and construction sites
was still needed. It was also identified that an increased on-site
regulatory presence and further streamlining of council enforcement
procedures would help improve building site practices.

•
•
•
•

It is envisioned that construction site soil and water
management practices will further improve with continued
pressure and education for regulatory bodies and the building
industry in Tasmania.

•
•

Reviewing and updating the register of SWD assets;
Condition assessment;
Risk analysis to allow prediction of future renewal,
replacement or maintenance;
Reporting on components, valuation, depreciation
and future expenditure;
Establishment of Works Schedules;
Providing support for the overall Asset
Management Plan.

The Practice Note covers components including pipes,
culverts, pits, inlets and gross pollutant traps but not
constructed wetlands.

The sediment and Erosion Control Officer position is now
dedicated to regular site inspections across six Southern Tasmanian
municipalities, the development of a new system for regulating soil
and water management on building and construction sites and the
development of new training programs for building practitioners and
Council staff in regulatory roles.

For further assistance on the financial management
implications arising out of the SWD condition
assessment process, practitioners can refer to the
Australian Infrastructure Financial Management
Guidelines.

Over the past twelve months the Sediment and Erosion Control
Officer has conducted regular inspections at more than 150 building
and construction sites in the greater Hobart region.

Contributors to the preparation of the Practice Note
have included Councils and Consultants from across
Australia as well as SIA Queensland.

These have included a range of developments from single lot sites
to subdivisions and large commercial building sites. During site
inspections the Sediment and Erosion Control Officer indicates where
controls are required and educates builders where improvements
can be made. Council building compliance staff often attend these
inspections.

The Practice Note and other IPWEA resources are
available from the IPWEA National at www.ipwea.org.
au/assetmanagement

A new enforcement strategy has also been recommended to aid
councils with on-site compliance. The strategy is a preventative
approach whereby builders will be required to indicate sediment
and erosion control measures on a plan (SWMP) which will be
submitted to council prior to building work commencing. While this
approach is already used in other Australian Councils, the ultimate
aim is for SWMPs to be uniformly required with building permits by
all Tasmanian Councils. Once a SWMP has been submitted, councils
can enforce the plan as part of the development’s permit, thereby
ensuring that controls are in place before issues occur.
A second review of on-site practices has recently been completed
by the Sediment and Erosion Control Officer, detailing on-site
observations over the last twelve months since the 2010 review.
Even over a short time period there was a notable improvement in
sediment and erosion control practices in the area. It is clear that an
increased regulatory presence on construction sites has facilitated
improvement in the local building industry. It is envisioned that
construction site soil and water management practices will further
improve with continued pressure and education for regulatory
bodies and the building industry in Tasmania.
The Derwent Estuary Program’s regional Sediment and Erosion
control project is an effective model that could be used by other
states and councils in Australia.
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President’s Message
Dear Stormie,
A colleague of mine recently turned one of those
significant birthdays that have a zero as the second
digit. I proposed the question: “how old would you be,
if you didn’t know how old you were”?
The SIA started off in NSW about 20 years ago, so it
could very well be our 20th birthday sometime this
year. However, does the number of years have anything
to do with how mature we are as an organisation? I
think that, just like human beings, organisations have a
life span and the number of years that they have been
around often has little bearing on how mature or fresh
and active they are – their biological age, so to speak.
It would be good for the SIA in this significant year, with
our National Conference later in the year, to reflect on
where we have come from and what is ahead. What is
our biological age as opposed to our calendar years?
Have we gained weight and need to trim a few kilos?
Do we need to embark on an exercise program and find
new challenges to keep our mind healthy? Have we
planned for our financial future by putting together a
long term financial plan? Do we have friends in other
like-minded organisations to hang out with? What is
our purpose in life?
If you have been a regular reader of this Bulletin, I
hope you are aware of how the National Management
Committee is attempting to answer these questions
on your behalf. Recently, we have set up a number
of sub-committees to bring a concentrated focus on
what we could call a ‘health-check’. There are six subcommittees covering a range of topics from member
communications to expenditure review. I expect that
the outcomes produced by the sub-committees will
reinforce and refresh the initiatives already underway.
One of the transitions that has been happening
is the gradual hand-over of administration duties
from Richard Wearne to Kate Dunn. I would like to
acknowledge the tremendous effort that Richard
has put in over many years and thank him for his
contribution. He has been there for me in the whole
term I have held the role of National President and
before that in supporting the previous President. I
welcome Kate as she works with Richard in the handover and look forward to working with her as she
inevitably brings her own unique energy to the role.
Sia later,
Steve Frost,
National President

Neville Jones Receives the Neville
Gibson Life Member Award at the
SIAQ Conference
Occasionally the SIAQ committee notices that certain individuals
within the stormwater industry have committed much of their career
to furthering the progress of the committee and the industry in
general.
The SIAQ formally acknowledges the outstanding ongoing commitment
of such individuals through
the bestowment of the
Neville Gibson Life Member
Award.
The recent recipient of this
was Neville Jones, who was
given the award at the SIAQ
Awards night dinner on 22
September 2011.
Neville Jones has been
an active member of the
SIAQ committee since its
formation in 1996 where
he held the position of
President for several
of the formative years.
Neville also contributed to
the formation of the SIA
National Council and the
expansion of SIA activities
interstate. Neville has been at the forefront of the stormwater industry
for several decades and was also a key contributor to the development
of the Queensland Urban Drainage Manual.
Since stepping down from the SIA executive Neville has continued
to play an active role in advice and guidance to the committee on a
range of issues including the Queensland Water Recycling Strategy,
the Australian Government Stormwater Harvesting Funding Scheme
and more recently has actively participated in the Queensland State
Government 2011 Flood Commission of Inquiry.
Continued from front page - Bring on 2012
In early March you can log on to the website (www.gemsevents.com.
au/stormwater2012) to get an early look at the program. We know you
will be very excited by what you see.
Registration information will be available within the next month and
so now is a good time to be preparing your application to management
for approval to come along.
And it is not just you we are after. Every member should be excited
and committed to try and make our second National Conference as
successful as it possibly can be. One of the ways you can do that is to
tell your friends and professional colleagues about the Association and
the Conference.
We challenge all members of the Stormwater Industry Association
to make 2012 the Year of the Water Dragon a benchmark year in the
evolution of our industry our Association and our people.
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Upcoming Events

Adrian McGregor Confirmed as
National Conference Keynote Speaker

‘The Role of WSUD in Urban Flood
Management’ Seminar
7 March 2012, 5.30pm
Location: GHD - Lvl 8, 180 Lonsdale Street Melbourne
Email: office@stormwatervictoria.com.au
Phone: 0409.978.453
Web: www.stormwatervictoria.com.au

When Adrian McGregor rose to
deliver a keynote address at the
Stormwater NSW Conference few in
the audience would have anticipated
the enthusiasm, energy and
excitement his presentation would
create.

Stormwater Harvesting in Western
Australia Hydropolis 2012

Post conference evaluations of
McGregor’s presentation continually
refer to his offering as ‘astonishing’,
‘remarkable’, ‘visionary’ and
‘exceptional’.

14 March 2012
Location: The Esplanade Hotel, Fremantle, WA
Web: www.stormwaterwa.asn.au
Email: events@ipwea.asn.au
Phone: 08 9427 0870

McGregor, a landscape architect and urban design professional who is
also Managing Director of McGregor Coxall has been confirmed as one
of the keynotes of the second National Stormwater Conference.

StormAWAter 2012 - Managing the
Future of Stormwater in Tasmania

Stormwater 2012 will take place in Melbourne from 15th to the 19th of
October. It will be held at the Sofitel Melbourne on Collins.
Along with his company McGregor Coxall, Adrian also founded the
Biocity Studio in 2006 to combine practice with research and academia.

Post conference evaluations of McGregor’s presentation
continually refer to his offering as ‘astonishing’,
‘remarkable’, ‘visionary’ and ‘exceptional’.
His firms have received more than forty awards including the
prestigious Topos Journal International Landscape Architecture Practice
of the Year award in 2009, which was presented in Iceland.
He was also recently selected as one of Sydney’s 100 most creative
people. And for those people lucky enough to enjoy Adrian’s
presentation at the Stormwater NSW Conference, be assured the best is
yet to come.
Since that event Adrian McGregor and his team have been working
on even more effective ways for landscape architects, urban design
professionals, engineers, scientists, educators and the general
community to work effectively together in creating innovative and
sustainable landscapes.

23 March 2012
Location: Country Club Resort, Launceston
Email: tasbranch@awa.asn.au
Phone: 03 6272 2034

WSUD in Action: What’s Hot & What’s Not
Stormwater NSW Technical Tour
29 March 2012, 9.00am – 4.00pm
Location: Harrington Grove Country Club
Email: pfreeman@gemspl.com.au
Phone: 02 9744 5252

SIA Queensland State Conference
‘Raining a Revolution’
28 May - 1st June 2012
Location: Sebel Citigate Hotel, Brisbane, Queensland
Web: http://www.gemsevents.com.au/siaq2012/
Email: siaq2012@gemspl.com.au
Phone: 02 9744 5252

Stormwater 2012 2nd National
Conference on Urban Water
Management
15 - 19 October 2012
Location: The Sofitel Melbourne on Collins
Web: www.gemsevents.com.au/stormwater2012
Email: stormwater@gemspl.com.au
Phone: 02 9744 5252

The full program for Stormwater 2012 will be available from early
March on www.gemsevents.com.au/stormwater2012. In the coming
months we will also be featuring all of our keynotes as well as some of
our outstanding workshop presenters. Stormwater 2012 – you really
have to be there!
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The following article is reproduced from the February
2012 edition of the ‘Stormwater Report’ from the Water
Environment Federation in the US. http://www.wef.org/
AWK/pages_cs2.aspx?id=10993

Utilities Prepare for Wet
Weather in a Changing
Climate
A recent article in Environmental Health Perspectives,
“Stormwater Strategies: Cities Prepare Aging
Infrastructure for Climate Change,” discusses how utilities
can adapt to more-intense wet weather events.
Heavier rainfall is expected to increase sewer overflows
and associated health risks. The article, by Rebecca
Kessler, discusses what some cities are doing to prepare
and highlights trends toward green infrastructure and
other innovative approaches. Toronto, for example, is
upgrading its storm sewers to handle larger flows, despite
those pipelines being well within their useful lifespans.
Chapter 7.3 is on stormwater management plans within
Rethinking Our Water Ways, a guide to water and
watershed planning in the face of climate change in
British Columbia, Canada.
For more information on “Stormwater Strategies: Cities
Prepare Aging Infrastructure for Climate Change,”
please go to http://ehp03.niehs.nih.gov/article/
info%3Adoi%2F10.1289%2Fehp.119-a514

Pasha Bulker Flood Recreated by
Researchers
BY MATTHEW KELLY
10 Feb, 2012 08:30 AM
The 2007 Pasha Bulker flood has been recreated as part of a research
project designed to improve modelling and flood preparation across
Australia.
University of NSW researchers have built a scale model of a 300-metre
section of the Merewether flood plain as part of their investigation
into floodwater dynamics.
The suburb was among the most severely affected by rising
floodwater on evening of June 8, 2007.
Merewether was very representative of urban flash-flooding; there
was a lot of [water] flow between houses,’’ principle researcher
Grantley Smith said.
Results from the $20million project will be used to inform government
policies for planning and construction of housing and infrastructure
and emergency response.
Mr Smith said the modelling gave researchers a crucial insight into
flow behaviour and associated hazards such as rising water levels,
water depth and velocity.
“The models often underpin development, infrastructure and urban
planning decisions, determining where houses and buildings should
be constructed in zones that may be at risk of flooding,” Mr Smith
said.
“They can also influence evacuation and emergency response
procedures.”

‘‘Any errors in the models can have serious implications’’
We have recently run some articles from BEN and some
readers have asked ‘what is BEN’?
WME Business Environment Network (BEN) is produced
by WME Media, which is committed to helping
Australian business and the environment industry
build a sustainable vision for the future through its
publications and other activities. WME Media serves the
waste, water, air and environment business industries,
with a stablf print and online publications.

The research will be used in an overhaul of national rainfall and runoff
guidelines, funded by the federal Department of Climate Change and
Energy Efficiency.
Engineers Australia and Newcastle City Council are also partners in
the project.
‘‘Any errors in the models can have serious implications,’’ Mr Smith
said.

See www.wme.com.au

‘‘For instance, if flow speeds are underestimated then evacuation
routes might be poorly mapped, inadvertently leading people into the
pathway of treacherous water.’’

The SIA Bulletin will from time to time run articles that
have appeared in other mainstream press. Wherever we
do run them we acknowledge the source of the article.
We believe it is a great idea for our members to see that
stormwater is being covered in more and more outlets.

For more information on this fascinating research follow this link to
the UNSW TV video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mMtDX5i0Nk

If you have an article covering a stormwater issue that
you think we may be interested in please forward it to:
editor@stormwater.asn.au

Grantley has also been interviewed on the NBN Newcastle News and
by ABC radio Newcastle.

Or go to the website for the Water Research Centre:
www.wrl.unsw.edu.au
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On behalf of the Conference Organising Committee, we would like to invite you to join us for the 2012 Stormwater Industry
Association of Queensland (SIAQ) State Conference. The Conference will be held at The Sebel King George Square, Brisbane on
Wednesday 30 and Thursday 31 May 2012, with four optional pre-conference workshops on Monday 28 and Tuesday 29 May 2012.
The theme for the 2012 SIAQ State Conference is ‘Raining a Revolution’ and focuses on critically assessing the reforms required
across the industry, alongside the challenges and opportunities of implementing them, to better manage stormwater in
Queensland.
For further information regarding venue, speakers, conference program and registration fees, please feel free to visit the official
Conference website at www.gemsevents.com.au/siaq2012 or contact GEMS Event Management on (02) 9744 5252.The Conference
Organising Committee, Sponsors and Trade Exhibitors look forward to seeing you in May, 2012 in Brisbane.
Nicole Ramilo, Conference Chair 2012 SIAQ Conference
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SIA National & State Committees
Stormwater Industry
Association Ltd
NATIONAL CONTACT DETAILS
SIA Ltd - GPO Box 1261
Canberra ACT 2601
NationalPresident@stormwater.asn.au
NationalAdmin@stormwater.asn.au
Editor@stormwater.asn.au
Ph: 1800 761 777

Executive
President: Steve Frost (Stormwater NSW)
Secretary: Andrew Allan (Stormwater VIC)
Administration: Kate Dunn

Committee:
Andrew King (SIA SA)
Jim Davies (SIA WA)
John Keays (SIA QLD)
Brett Phillips (Stormwater NSW)
Rod Wiese (Stormwater VIC)
Natalie Payne (Stormwater NSW)
Kylie Hyde (SIA SA)

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
SIA SA - PO Box 148
North Adelaide SA 5006
siasa@stormwater.asn.au

Executive
Chairperson: Kylie Hyde (Allwater)
Deputy Chair: Andrew King (City of West
Torrens)
Secretary: Cindy Oliver (Greenhill Engineers)
Treasurer: Mark Page (KBR)

Committee:
Frank Berton (AECOM)
Mark Schilling (Parsons Brinckerhoff)
Paul de Palma (Aurecon)
Jude Nirmalaraja (City of Onkaparinga)
Steve Condos (City of Charles Sturt)
Peter Newland (EPA)
Simon Bartosak (Humes)
Chris Michell (Rocla)
Dean Morris (Ecosol)
Robin Allison (DesignFlow)
Ben DeGilio (GHD)
Douglas Aitken (URS)
Steve Morton (Department for Water)
Steven Gatti (Adelaide & Mt Lofty Ranges
NRM Board)

QUEENSLAND

NEW SOUTH WALES

SIA QLD - PO Box 1221
Burwood NSW 1805
siaqld@stormwater.asn.au
Ph: (02) 9744 5252

Stormwater NSW - PO Box 1221
Burwood NSW 1805
siansw@stormwater.asn.au
Ph: (02) 9744 5252

Executive

Executive

President: Peter Comino (SMEC)
Vice President: Nicole Ramilo (BMT WBM)
Secretary: Lindsay McLeod (Moreton Bay
Regional Council)
Treasurer: Mark Henry Rubarenzya (Indesco)

President: Natalie Payne (Blacktown City
Council)
Vice President: Robert Peterson (Brown
Consulting)
Treasurer: Brett C Phillips (Cardno)
Secretary: Eric Love (Star Water Solutions)

Committee:
Charles Coathup (Ecosol)
Peter Grainger (Stormwater360)
John Jensen (East Coast Environmental
Solutions)
Bill Johnson (Parsons Brinckerhoff)
Louis Kamenos (Lou Kamenos & Associates)
John Keays (Keays Software)
Jason Kenny (Ecosol)
Karl Koberg (Rocla Pipeline Products)
Dr Brian McIntosh (International
WaterCentre)
Rob Ritchie (Humes)
Peter Worth (Rocla Pipeline Products)
David Simpson (Brisbane City Council)
Michael Spiller (Humes)

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
SIA WA - 5 Mirfield Street
Roleystone WA, 6111
info@stormwaterwa.asn.au
Ph: 0439 901 932

Committee:
Barry Birch (Master Plumbers Association NSW)
Peter Bennett (Baramy Engineering)
John Constandopoulos (Sinclair Knight Merz)
Aaron Cortese (Ecosol)
Bhakti Devi (City of Sydney Council)
Sophia Findlay (Ku-ring-gai Council)
Steve Frost (Fairfield City Council)
Matthew Lewis (Sydney Water)
Richard McManus (Equatica)
Murray Powell (Optimal Stormwater Pty Ltd)
Martyn Ryzak (Rocla Water Quality)
Erin Sellers (Fairfield City Council)
Harout Tcherkezian (Stormwater 360)
Ben Wolfgramm (Storm Consulting Pty Ltd)

VICTORIA
Stormwater Victoria - Suite 7, 84 Church Street
Richmond VIC 3121
office@stormwatervictoria.com.au
Ph: 0409.978.453

Executive

Executive

Chairman: Jim Davies (JDA Consultant
Hydrologists)
Secretary: Chris Horgan (Horgan Engineering)
Treasurer: Nicholas Deeks (GHD)

President: Rod Wiese (Storm Consulting)
Vice President: Sheridan Blunt (Moonee Valley
City Council)
Treasurer: Andrew Allan (Manningham Council)

Committee:

Committee:

Mark Cavaney (Aurecon)
Stephen Duncan (Humes)
Simon Gray (Rocla)
Alan Hill
Bill Till (Department of Water)
Shelly Shepherd (Essential Environmental)
Dr Janine McDonald (Department of Water)

Iouri Vaisman (The Water & Carbon Group)
Mandy Bolton (DSE)
Andrew Clifton (Rocla)
Peter Diprose (Humes)
Leigh Holmes (CPG)
Nathan Clements (Parsons Brinckerhoff)
Tania Struzina (Clearwater)
Justin Lewis (Melbourne Water)
Michael Wicks (Stormwater 360)
Scott Dunn (Engeny)
Philip Joyce (GHD)
Chris Beardshaw (Water Technology)
John Chrispijn (TAS) (Derwent Estuary Program)

STORMWATER INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVES
The Stormwater Industry Associa!on (SIA) is made up of a number of en!!es. These include
associa!ons incorporated in individual Australian States (State SIAs) and Na!onally through a
non-proﬁt company called the Stormwater Industry Associa!on Ltd, also known as SIA Na!onal.
The objec!ves for which SIA Na!onal is established are:
•
To determine and coordinate policy direction for the State SIAs
•
To implement policy via the State SIAs
•
To represent the State SIAs at the Australian Government level
•
To lobby the Federal Government policy advisors and committees for better
environmental and technological management of stormwater
•
To represent the State SIAs on national issues with national groups, organisations,
institutes and elsewhere, as requested
•
To further nationally the interests of the State SIAs in stormwater management
•
To promote the establishment of a Stormwater Industry Association within all
States and Territories of Australia
•
To promote interaction between State SIAs
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Note: Contact details contained in this
document may not be used for unsolicited
commercial electronic messages.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
Please advise your relevant State Association
if you are moving. A quick call can ensure that
your newsletter goes to the correct address or
replacement person in your organisation. This
is also important for your email news. Often
Bulletins are returned through the post with no
explanation by front desk staff because you no
longer work at the organisation and the new
person in your role is left out of the loop.

