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Stormwater 2012 was Exceptional
If you weren’t there, you really should have been.
Right from the half and full day professional
workshops on day one through to the technical tours
on day five, the event was truly exceptional.
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The Keynote Speakers from around Australia and
across the globe offered their insights and knowledge
willingly and enthusiastically.
Feedback from the more than 80 workshop sessions
indicated all presenters were sharp, focused and
knowledgeable.

A legend signs off

Stormwater 2012 was the
last official stormwater
activity for industry legend
John Argue, see article p 2.

Add to that a social program which included Laneway
Dinners, a Welcome Reception at the Melbourne
Aquarium, the presentation of the National Awards
at the Conference Dinner and a tour of Old Melbourne Gaol and you can fully
understand the thoughts of one delegate who said at the end of the final day, ‘It
was just impossible not to learn and not to enjoy yourself at this conference.”

While we will report on the formal conference evaluations in the next Bulletin, it is
important to immediately reflect on the achievements of Stormwater 2012. These
included,
•
The overwhelming energy, interest and commitment to learning exhibited by
all the delegates. People came to Stormwater 2012 to get better at what they
do either through the formal sessions or through establishing new networks
and contacts with other delegates. There was a genuine buzz of excitement
over all the events and activities at the Conference.
•
The quality of the speakers and workshop presenters. In a multi-day, multistream conference there is always a danger of significant variations in speaker
and presenter quality. Because of the excellent work of the Conference
Program Committee this just did not happen. All presentations were, based on
initial feedback, thought to be first class.
•
The record attendances at the social program events. Both the Welcome
Reception and the National Awards Dinner were fully booked and
overwhelmingly appreciated.
Continues page 3

Sustaining
Member s

He Led Us All to Water- A Champion
Bows Out
By Andrew Allan
Legend of our industry, Adjunct Professor John Argue was
honoured at the SIA National Awards and Conference Dinner
with a spontaneous standing ovation from the over 200 people
in attendance as he accepted a ‘Stormie’ Award from the
outgoing and incoming National Presidents.
South Australian President Andrew King gave an emotional
testimonial, recounting that John had spent a career of 60 years
in the water industry after starting his professional life in the
railways. In John’s words, he was ‘led to water’ and it was to
become a lifelong passion. As a thought leader, educator and
mentor John has in turn inspired many others to walk a similar
career path.
A long time advocate for
considering stormwater
quantity issues on par with
quality issues John has made
it his mission in recent years
to continue to educate
industry professionals on
the engineering aspects of
stormwater management
beyond simple drainage.
Michael Galloway receives Manly Council’s National
Award for their Burnt Bridge Creek Integrated
Restoration project, which was successful in the
‘Excellence in Research, Innovation, Policy and
Education’ category

In accepting his Stormie
Award John talked about
South Australian President,
his ‘vow’ that he would
Andrew King, gave an emotional
speech on John’s inspirational
keep going until he was
career.
comfortable that his
considerable work over the
years would continue to be relevant into the future and kept
him going for many years beyond which most would have
retired.
We can only hope to do John’s life work justice. His fundamental
premises around Stormwater management make good basic
sense and as industry looks more creatively for holistic solutions
that address community, engineering and environmental needs
the ‘quantity domain’ is more relevant than ever.

A Tribute to John Argue
In next month’s Bulletin we will be running a feature on John
Argue and his lifelong contribution to the stormwater industry.
If you would like to be involved please send a note to:
editor@stormwater.asn.au.
Please limit, at this stage, contributions to 200 – 300 words as
we plan to have a number of lengthy feature articles on John’s
time and work.

Rod Wiese was delighted to accept
the Award for Excellence in ‘Research,
Innovation, Policy and Education’
presented to Storm Consulting for their
Pesticide Model

From everyone at the Bulletin we wish John nothing but
exceptional health in retirement and once again thank him
for his extraordinary contribution to stormwater management
across the country and across the globe.
Editor

2

Best of the Best - Our National Award
Winners
The social highlight of Stormwater 2012 was the Conference
Dinner which featured the presentation of the National
Stormwater Awards for Excellence.
Held in the beautiful Sofitel Grand Ballroom in Collins Street the
dinner attracted over 200 guests.
The National Awards are offered in four categories which are,
•
Excellence in Strategic or Master Planning
•
Excellence in Infrastructure
•
Excellence in Research, Innovation, Policy and Education
•
Excellence in Asset Management
The finalists in the National Awards were the winners in each of
these categories in their own states. An honour roll of the state
finalists and the overall national winners is included on page six
of this Bulletin.
The winners are selected by panels with expertise in each
particular award category. Each State Association has a
representative on each of those panels.

One of new President Andrew Allan’s first duties
was to select his own ‘Stormie Award’ winners. His
choices could not have been better, recognising
the contributions of Steve Frost (left) and John
Argue (right). Note the unique Stormie umbrella /
hats that formed a part of the presentation.

These judging panels complemented all the finalists on the
quality of their work and recognised that industry performance
is just getting better and better.
To all of the National Finalists, ‘congratulations’ and to the
winners a huge ‘well done.’
Editor

From front page - Stormwater 2012 was Exceptional
•
•

•

The commitment of Session Chairs to play their part in
ensuring the professionalism of the event. They all did
exceptional jobs.
The representatives of the Principal Sponsors (Stormwater
360, BMT WBM, XP Solutions, and Storm Consulting) who
used the chance to address all delegates as an opportunity
to promote better industry wide practice. Yes they
did talk about their businesses, but the main focus for
presentations was how everyone can work more effectively
together in order to get better environmental outcomes.
The energy and commitment of the Technical Tour Team
who attracted record numbers and provided a full day of
high quality education and networking opportunities.

And of course the commitment of the Conference Committee
and the team from GEMS Event Management in ensuring that
everything went so seamlessly. It was a credit to all the hard
work that had been put into planning in the months and years
leading up to Stormwater 2012.
Stormwater 2012 was truly a great event and one the whole
industry should be especially proud of. Most importantly
as a result of Stormwater 2012 local, national and global
environments will be better managed… and that is an outcome
that everyone involved in this Association should be particularly
proud of. Well done!
Editor
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Bruce Naumann of the City of Salisbury
proudly displays the winner’s spoils for the
National Award success of their Unity Park
Bio-filtration Project in the ‘Excellence in
Infrastructure’ category.

Outgoing
President’s Message

Incoming President’s Message

Dear Stormie,

Hello fellow Stormies,

Many of you will be aware that
at our recent Annual General
Meeting Andrew Allan from Stormwater Victoria
was elected President of SIA National. I’m very
pleased with the way the National Board and
Committee of Management have prepared for
this transition. I’m very confident that the SIA will
benefit greatly from a new energy, which will build
on the achievements of the past five years.

I want to start by thanking Steve Frost for
the vision and commitment he had all those
years ago to build a stronger association by strengthening
relationships across the various State Associations, improving
the quality and image of the Bulletin and travelling widely to
understand issues and challenges locally and internationally.
These are all things I intend to build upon.

When I first took on the role as National President,
I came with a simple vision: to have the SIA
recognised as a peak industry body at the national
level, with the State SIAs working together to
achieve that vision. To achieve this level of
integration and cooperation, many things had to be
implemented and aligned. A new national database
of members was collated on behalf of each State
SIA. A Communications Strategy was developed to
facilitate better working relationships between the
State SIAs, the SIA National, the membership base
and the broader industry.
The Communications Strategy spawned a
number of projects, including a refresh of the
SIA Bulletin, a new Website, a new rebranding
approach, a business plan and a commitment to
rewrite the Protocol that defined the relationship
between the SIA National and the State SIAs. The
Communications Strategy also provided valuable
guidelines and advice on how to approach policy
on behalf of the State SIAs and how to lobby for
that policy at the Federal Government level.
To make this happen, I became known as the
Travelling President. In my first two years, I had
been to every state where there was an SIA
Committee - often more than once. I felt it was
important to articulate the vision, to listen to
what was important at the local level and to give a
face to SIA National. I repeated this pattern every
year and found it a powerful way to keep in touch
with members across the country and bring those
leanings back to the national level.
We have now held two national conferences, which
are indicators of how successful we have been in
having the SIA being recognised as a peak industry
body. We have also made significant gains in
developing closer working relationships with other
like-minded organisations. So, the next period
for the SIA will be very exciting. We are primed
for great things to come. It’s a good time to be a
Stormie.
The list is too long to thank all those who have
supported the SIA National and myself over the last
five years. I’m sure that you will provide Andrew
and his team the same support that I have enjoyed.

The second National Conference in Melbourne was an
outstanding success. With almost 350 delegates in total in
a year which saw another major water industry conference
in Melbourne and a tight economic environment we were
delighted with the turnout. The quality and diversity of the
papers was excellent. There was a buzz of energy that remained
throughout and a good mix of returning and first time faces.
At the Conference Dinner we honoured our worthy award
recipients, congratulated the new recipients of the ‘coveted’
Stormie and gave John Argue a heart felt ovation as he
announced his phasing into retirement.
I come to the Presidency with a strong sense that we are on the
cusp of something big. Perhaps unbeknownst to many there
has been considerable behind the scenes effort to put in place
a solid foundation from which we can engage with the broader
water and political stakeholders to make stormwater ‘business
as usual.’
Chris Chesterfield recently described to me the concept of
the ‘cheese between the pepperoni.’ This analogy matches
perfectly with an observation I have made over the years that
stormwater doesn’t belong in isolation. It is an imperative
for our industry to be actively building the links between the
range of professions that need to work together to deliver good
outcomes.
As the world inevitably moves to deal with complex problems
of population, environment and climate change the role of the
integrating professional will become increasingly important and
we need to capitalise on our inherent inside knowledge. At our
National Planning Day we heard from the various states on how
they were each working with different associations locally; this
is something we will be looking to formalise at a National level.
We started looking at establishing a process to validate the
performance of stormwater treatment devices. This is something
we expect to progress in the coming months with the intent
to establish a broad framework and process that can adapt to
account for different pollutants. The keys to success will be
industry buy in, transparency and levels of disclosure resulting
from the adoption of an industry agreed approach to testing and
adaptability to allow innovation and product development.
A number of other activities will be targeted at improving
levels of operational and strategic support through a number of
contracted roles and improved IT systems. These changes will
come at increased cost, but without investing in the Association
we run the risk of having the world move past us without us
properly staking our role.

Sia later,
Steve Frost

Continues next page
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Upcoming Events

The ‘City of Churches’ to Host
Stormwater 2014
Adelaide has been selected as the host for our next Stormwater
National Conference. It will take place in the City of Churches in
2014.
In making the announcement President, Andrew Allan,
congratulated the committee from South Australia for their
ongoing, energetic commitment to growing the Association and
the value governments at all levels as well as the community
place on effective stormwater management in that State.

15 November 2012
Location: The Concourse, 409 Victoria Ave,
Chatswood NSW
8.30am - 1.30pm
Email: kducker@gemspl.com.au.
Phone: 02 9744 5252

Stormwater NSW AGM

While the team from South Australia will have massive shoes
to fill in trying to emulate and better the achievements of
Stormwater 2010 and Stormwater 2012 we are sure it is a
challenge they welcome.
Just to make sure anyone who missed Stormwater 2012 and
regrets it, which we are sure you do, as soon as dates are
available for Adelaide we will let you know through the Bulletin
and we strongly encourage you to put them in your diary
immediately.
Continued from previous page - Incoming President’s Message

Beyond providing a monthly newsletter I believe there are many
more value adding opportunities we should be identifying for
our members. We plan to move to an electronic distribution
for the Bulletin. Savings in printing and mailing costs will be
used to offset our operational costs. The alternative would be
to increase membership subscriptions substantially. Be on the
lookout for electronic correspondence in the next few months
as we move to test the systems to support a new distribution
model.
I believe there is an opportunity to invest in ourselves. We also
noted at our Planning Day a changing make up of committees at
the State level. With a growing cohort of youth and enthusiasm
matched with a number of wiser heads we should be using the
Association itself to build the leaders we need for the future.
We are re-writing the protocol that governs how the States and
National relate to each other. I expect a key component of the
revised document to focus on how we ensure the best ideas get
the broadest coverage, and the most talented people get the
opportunity to do their best work.
Finally, with a stronger, more purposeful direction forward
coupled with a more proactive resourcing strategy I believe it
makes sense for all States to unite under a common banner
‘Stormwater Australia’.
The next few years will be pivotal for the industry as we seek
to capitalise on the growing interest in stormwater while
acknowledging the different State contexts in which the industry
operates. I would invite industry to unite behind the SIA banner
as we further create identity and profile as we make friends and
influence people. These are indeed exciting times.
Enjoy reading this issue and I am always pleased to hear from
you at NationalPresident@stormwater.asn.au
Andrew Allan
National President
							

Changes to the NSW Office of Water
Guidelines for Riparian Corridors on
Waterfront Land

5

15 November 2012
Location: The Green Room, The Concourse,
409 Victoria Ave, Chatswood NSW
1.30pm to 2.30pm
Email: kducker@gemspl.com.au.
Phone: 02 9744 5252

The SIA Bulletin is only as good as the content.
If you have articles, news, information on new
policy directions, or short case studies please
submit them for editorial consideration to:
editor@stormwater.asn.au

2012 AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE

FINALISTS AND WINNERS
Excellence in Strategic or Master Planning

Excellence in Infrastructure

Representing Victoria
•
Brimbank City Council Alternative Water Strategy,
Parsons Brinckerhoff, City West Water and Brimbank
City Council
•
City of Kingston Integrated Water Cycle Strategy, City
of Kingston
Representing New South Wales
•
Blue Mountains Business Park: Integrated WSUD
Management Strategy, Blue Mountains City Council
and Storm Consulting
•
Development and Implementation of a Water
Sensitive Design Development Control Plan to protect
the Great Lakes Region, Great Lakes Council and BMT
WBM
Representing South Australia
•
Stormwater Management in the South Park Lands,
Tonkin Consulting, and Water Proofing the West Stage
1, City of Charles Sturt
Representing Queensland
•
Moreton Bay Regional Council Total Water Cycle
Management Strategy, BMT WBM, Moreton Bay
Regional Council & Unitywater

Representing Victoria
•
Protecting Dobsons Creek from Degradation - Wicks
Reserve Bio-Infiltration System, Knox City Council,
Monash University, The University of Melbourne and
Contek Constructions
•
City of Melbourne’s Darling Street Stormwater
Harvesting Scheme, City of Melbourne
Representing New South Wales
•
Chatswood Integrated Flood Mitigation and
Stormwater Reuse Scheme at The Concourse,
Willoughby Council
•
Elizabeth Hills, Brown Consulting, Mirvac Homes,
Landcom, Guy Sturt and Associates, Ecological
Australia, Burton Contractors and ESD Landscape
Contractors
•
North Canberra Urban Waterways Initiative,
Enviro Links Design, Environment and Sustainable
Development Directorate, ACT Government, URS
Australia and Indesco
Representing South Australia
•
Dunstone Grove Linde Reserve Upgrade, Wallbridge &
Gilbert Consulting Engineers
•
Unity Park Biofiltration Project, City of Salisbury
Representing Queensland
•
Rain Bank – South Bank’s Stormwater Harvesting and
Reuse Centre, South Bank Corporation

Winner
City of Kingston Integrated Water Cycle Strategy,
City of Kingston, Victoria

Excellence in Research, Innovation, Policy
and Education
Representing Victoria
•
STORM Pesticide Model, Storm Consulting
•
Water Plan – Towards a Water Sensitive City, City of
Port Phillip
Representing New South Wales
•
Burnt Bridge Creek Integrated Restoration Project,
Manly Council and Warringah Council
•
Capture of NUTrient Exports – CANUTE, Cardno (NSW/
ACT) and Hornsby Shire Council
Representing South Australia
•
Hardened and Networked Army Edinburgh Defence
Precinct, GHD Pty Ltd
•
Tuflow Scenario Modelling North East Arm
Catchment, City of Port Adelaide and Enfield and
Tonkin Consulting
Representing Queensland
•
Gold Coast City Council Stormwater Safety Program,
Gold Coast City Council

Joint Winners
Burnt Bridge Creek Integrated Restoration Manly
Council and Warringah Council, New South Wales and
STORM Pesticide Model, Storm Consulting Victoria
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Winner
Unity Park Biofiltration Project, City of Salisbury,
South Australia

Excellence in Asset Management
Representing Victoria
•
Managing Stormwater in Industrial Areas - The
Mordialloc Case Study, City of Kingston
•
Moonee Valley Integrated Water Asset Management,
City of Moonee Valley
Representing New South Wales
•
Burnum Burnum Wetland Management Plan, Molino
Stewart, J Wyndham Prince, Sutherland Shire
Council and the Sydney Metropolitan Catchment
Management Authority
Representing South Australia
•
Water Resources Asset Management Plan, City of
Onkaparinka

Winner
Moonee Valley Integrated Water Asset Management,
City of Moonee Valley, Victoria

Stormwater 2012 was one of the last official duties for
the Association’s now immediate past President, Steve
Frost. As always his contribution was exceptional, his
presence professional and his commitment to the
organisation remarkable. Congratulations on a job
outstandingly well done!

The City of Moonee Valley team were very proud National
Award winners in the ‘Excellence in Asset Management
Integrated Water’ category. The judges were lavish in their
praise for their Mooney Valley Integrated Water Asset
Management project

Steve Frost in his last formal duty presented his last
round of ‘Stormie Awards’. Stormies are presented
to those people who by their energy, focus and
commitment to the cause of enhanced stormwater
The team from the City of Kingston were over the moon management should be recognised. Steve chose for
with their win in the ‘Excellence in Strategic or Master his last group of Stormies (back row from left) Murray
Planning’ category for their Integrated Water Cycle Powell, Deb Hudnall, Peta Freeman, John Argue,
Strategy
Andrew Allan and (front row from left) Richard Wearne,
Brett Philips and Peter Morison.
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SIA National & State Committees

Stormwater Industry
Association Ltd

NATIONAL CONTACT DETAILS
SIA Ltd - GPO Box 1261
Canberra ACT 2601
NationalPresident@stormwater.asn.au
NationalAdmin@stormwater.asn.au
Editor@stormwater.asn.au
Ph: 1800 761 777

Board of Directors

President: Andrew Allan (Stormwater VIC)
Secretary: Eric Love (Stormwater NSW)
Director: John Keays (SIA QLD)
Director: Steve Frost (Stormwater NSW)
Administration: Robyn Worthy

Committee:

Andrew King (SIA SA)
Jim Davies (SIA WA)
Brett Phillips (Stormwater NSW)
Rod Wiese (Stormwater VIC)
Natalie Payne (Stormwater NSW)
Kylie Hyde (SIA SA)
Peter Comino (SIA QLD)

NEW SOUTH WALES

Stormwater NSW - PO Box 1221
Burwood NSW 1805
siansw@stormwater.asn.au
Ph: (02) 9744 5252

Executive

President: Natalie Payne (Blacktown City
Council)
Vice President: Robert Peterson (Brown
Consulting)
Treasurer: Brett C Phillips (Cardno)
Secretary: Eric Love (Star Water Solutions)

Committee:

Barry Birch (Master Plumbers Association
NSW)
Peter Bennett (Baramy Engineering)
John Constandopoulos (Sinclair Knight Merz)
Aaron Cortese (Ecosol)
Sophia Findlay (Ku-ring-gai Council)
Steve Frost (Life Member)
Matthew Lewis (Sydney Water)
Richard McManus (Equatica)
Murray Powell (Optimal Stormwater Pty Ltd)
Martin Ryzak (Rocla Water Quality)
Erin Sellers (Fairfield City Council)
Harout Tcherkezian (Stormwater 360)
Ben Wolfgramm (Storm Consulting Pty Ltd)

QUEENSLAND

VICTORIA

Executive

Executive

SIA QLD - PO Box 1221
Burwood NSW 1805
siaqld@stormwater.asn.au
Ph: (02) 9744 5252
President: Nicole Ramilo (BMT WBM)
Vice President: Peter Grainger
(Stormwater360)
Treasurer: David Simpson (Brisbane City
Council)
Secretary: Lindsay McLeod (Moreton Bay
Regional Council)

Committee:

James Escott (Rocla)
Charles Coathup (Ecosol)
Michael Spiller (Humes)
Peter Worth (Rocla)
John Keays (Keays Software)
Peter Comino (SMEC)
Dr Terry Lucke (University of the Sunshine
Coast)
Tim Mitchell (Redland Shire Council)
Jamie Marshall (MWA Environmental)
Jack Mullaly (Healthy Waterways)
Bill Johnson (Parsons Brinckerhoff)
Stephen Fisher (Department of Environment
and Heritage Protection)

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

SIA WA - 5 Mirfield Street
Roleystone WA, 6111
info@stormwaterwa.asn.au
Ph: 0439 901 932

Executive

Chairman: Jim Davies (JDA Consultant
Hydrologists)
Vice Chairman: Alan Hill
Secretary: Stephen Duncan (Humes)
Treasurer: Nicholas Deeks (GHD)

Committee:

Shelly Shepherd (Essential Environmental)
Bill Till (Department of Water)
Chris Horgan (Bottomup Webs)

Note: Contact details contained in this
document may not be used for unsolicited
commercial electronic messages.

Stormwater Victoria - PO Box 351, Chadstone
Centre, VIC 3148
office@stormwatervictoria.com.au
Ph: 0409 978 453
President: Rod Wiese (Storm Consulting)
Vice President: Ralf Pfleiderer (City of
Melbourne)
Secretary: Leigh Holmes
Treasurer: Philip Joyce (GHD)

Committee:

Andrew Allan (Manningham City Council)
Sheridan Blunt (Moonee Valley City Council)
Iouri Vaisman (The Water & Carbon Group)
Andrew Clifton (Rocla)
Peter Diprose (Humes)
Raffaela Crupi (Clearwater)
Justin Lewis (Melbourne Water)
Scott Dunn (Engeny)
Chris Beardshaw (Water Technology)
Sam Innes (City of Port Phillip)
Geoff Connellan (G&M Connellan Consultants)
Belinda Lovell (URS Australia P/L)

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

SIA SA - PO Box 148
North Adelaide SA 5006
siasa@stormwater.asn.au

Executive

Chairperson: Andrew King (City of West
Torrens)
Deputy Chair: Peter Newland
Secretary: Cindy Oliver (Greenhill Engineers)
Treasurer: Mark Page (KBR)

Committee:

Frank Berton (AECOM)
Mark Schilling (Parsons Brinckerhoff)
Paul de Palma (Aurecon)
Jude Nirmalaraja (City of Onkaparinga)
Steve Condos (City of Charles Sturt)
Peter Newland (EPA)
Simon Bartosak (Humes)
Chris Michell (Rocla)
Robin Allison (DesignFlow)
Ben DeGilio (GHD)
Steve Morton (Department for Water)
Steven Gatti (Adelaide & Mt Lofty Ranges NRM
Board)
Ruth Ward (EPA)
Jo O’Brien (Tonkin Consulting)
Sam Kowald (Ecosol)

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

STORMWATER INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVES

The Stormwater Industry Association (SIA) is made up of a number of entities.  These include
associations incorporated in individual Australian States (State SIAs) and Nationally through a
non-profit company called the Stormwater Industry Association Ltd, also known as SIA National.
The objectives for which SIA National is established are:
•
To determine and coordinate policy direction for the State SIAs
•
To implement policy via the State SIAs
•
To represent the State SIAs at the Australian Government level
•
To lobby the Federal Government policy advisors and committees for better
environmental and technological management of stormwater
•
To represent the State SIAs on national issues with national groups, organisations,
institutes and elsewhere, as requested
•
To further nationally the interests of the State SIAs in stormwater management
•
To promote the establishment of a Stormwater Industry Association within all
States and Territories of Australia
•
To promote interaction between State SIAs
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Please advise your relevant State Association
if you are moving. A quick call ensures your
newsletter goes to the correct address or
replacement person in your organisation.
This is also important for email news. Often
Bulletins are returned with no explanation by
front desk staff because you no longer work
there, but the new person in your role is left
out of the loop.
DISCLAIMER
Statements made in SIA Bulletin do not
necessarily represent the views of Stormwater
Industry Association Ltd or the Stormwater
Industry Associations of New South Wales,
Queensland, South Australia, Victoria, Western
Australia or New Zealand. SIA Ltd and member
Associations cannot accept responsibility for
the accuracy of any information supplied or
for any loss or damage which may arise from
errors or omissions.

