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2020 President’s Report 
 
2020 will be widely recognised as a year of turmoil, and Stormwater Australia has not been immune 
to the challenges of COVID-19. 
 
Our thoughts go out to anyone in our industry if they or their loved ones have been affected by 
COVID-19.  I’m also mindful that the impacts of COVID-19 have affected the commercial 
environment that many of us work in, with impacts to many people’s employment and businesses.  I 
wish anyone affected in this a speedy return to normality.  
 
The most significant impact on Stormwater Australia has been the postponement of the National 
Stormwater Conference, which is normally held once every two years.  This meant the loss of a key 
opportunity for the industry to gather, share knowledge, network, develop strategies to advance 
the sector, and to recognise excellence through the National Stormwater Awards.  The conference 
will now be held in 2021, in a hybrid format allowing both virtual and face-to-face. Thanks to 
Director Ann Shaw-Rungie for Chairing the Conference Committee through these uncharted waters.  
 
I have been impressed by the way our industry has adapted to virtual meetings and webinars, and 
it’s been great to see that the State Associations have been particularly effective in ensuring there is 
an ongoing stream of professional development opportunities for members.  
 
I’ve been proud that we’ve been able to help get stormwater in the spotlight, with feature stories 
on ABC News, and coverage in Sydney print and radio.  I have been privileged to help create new 
urban typologies for Western Sydney, Australia’s largest urban growth area equivalent to a new city 
the size of Adelaide. This work uses best practice stormwater management to drive urban cooling, 
urban greening and waterway health outcomes, and demonstrate the benefits of having 
stormwater professionals leading major urban design projects. I am hopeful that one of the 
positives to come out of COVID-19 is a greater appreciation for the value of a clean and healthy 
local environment, with healthier waterways, less litter, and more opportunities for the community 
to meet and interact (safely). 
 
More than ten years in the making and three years of consultation, SQIDEP was released. I have 
been encouraged by the broad support of local governments, with many already referencing 
SQIDEP in plans and policies.   
 
The first SQIDEP assessment was completed, and I congratulate SPEL on receiving certification for 
the SPELBasin. I would p;articularly like to thank Chris Bradshaw and Mark  Leibmann for their 
professionalism in undertaking the review, and the Governance Panel for providing oversight of the 
process.  
 
The Technical Review Panel is now actively considering the next round of technical edits to SQIDEP, 
a process that will ensure the Protocol continues to reflect the latest knowledge with regard to the 
testing and performance of stormwater products.  
 
As the impacts of climate change become more apparent, the need to diversify our water supplies is 
becoming incerasingly important, and stormwater harvesting has a key role to play in this regard. A 
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key initiative of 2020 has been to partner with Water Research Australia to update the Stormwater 
Harvesting Module of the Australian Guidelines for Water Recycling.   
 
 
Board and Team 
Robert Stribling and Robert Gale joined the Stormwater Australia board, and bring an expansion to 
the board skillset and geographical coverage (being from Perth and Cairns respectively).   
 
In 2020 we farewelled Directors Megh Thakkar and Peter Coombes, and I thank them for their 
service to the association.    
 
I’d like to thank Darren Drapper for his diligent service to the association as Secretary and stepping 
in to help with key aspects of the Treasurer role folowing Peter Coombes’ departure.   
 
We close the year welcoming Sadbh (Sive) Duffy to the role of Administration Officer. 
 
Thanks to everyone for their support in 2020. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
Alan Hoban 
National President 
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Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 30 June 2020  
 
The general purpose financial statements cover Stormwater Industry Association Ltd (t/a Stormwater 
Australia) including the financial operations of the Stormwater Quality Improvement Device 
Evaluation Process (SQIDEP) verification scheme. 
 
Stormwater Australia is an unlisted company limited by guarantee and incorporated and domiciled in 
Australia. It operates within the terms of the Stormwater Australia Constitution, Policies and By-laws 
as provided on the Association website.  
 
Stormwater Australia was registered under the Corporations Act 2001 (Cwth) on 30 June 
2000allowing it to operate in all Australian jurisdictions. 
 
These financial statements were authorised for issue on 18th December 2020 by the members of the 
Board. 
 
INCOME 
Stormwater Australia, as a member-based organisation derives most of its income from Membership 
levies on the State Associations and Sustaining Memberships, and the National Conference held every 
two years.  
 
The National Conference scheduled for September 2020 was postponed due to COVID restrictions 
and as a result, conference income has been delayed. Comparison with the 18/19 financial year 
indicates a significant variation as a result of reconciliation of profits from the 2018 conference in 
2019. Income from the Stormwater 2021 conference is anticipated to be modest as a result of format 
changes and COVID restrictions. 
 
State Membership levies are reduced as a result of delayed issuing of invoices in consideration of 
potential COVID impacts on the State Associations. 
 
Income from SQIDEP certification will be shown in 2020/2021. Strong growth is expected this year.  
 
EXPENSES 
Operating expenses decreased by $44,318 in 2019/2020 following concerted efforts by the Board to 
reduce outgoings. Replacement of the Bulletin with an Email Newsletter saved $14,250. Termination 
of the external Accountant/Bookkeeper services also conserved ~$10,000.  
 
Staff costs have increased with the employment of an Administration Officer 16 hours per week that 
should offset external consultancy and sundry administration costs. The largest expense this year has 
been the investment in Stormwater 2021 national conference. 
 
Costs associated with the set up of the SQIDEP process (confidentiality agreements, legal fees, etc) 
were incurred in FY19/20 that will be offset with income from Application fees in FY20/21. The entire 
process is forecast to be cost-neutral from FY21/22.  
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As

 

at 30 June 2020, Stormwater Australia had $115,644

 

in Total Equity, with a Cash balance of 
$115,904.

 
 

SUMMARY OF SIGNFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

 

(a)

 

Special Purpose Financial Statements

 

The statements are prepared on the basis that the Company is a non-reporting entity because there 
are no users  dependent  o a general  purpose  financial  report . The financial  report  is therefore

 

a 
special purpose financial report.

 
 

(b)

 

Basis of Preparation

 

The financial statements are prepared on a cash basis, revenues and expenses are recognised when 
they are earned or incurred, when the money is actually received or paid. The comparative  figures 
for the previous year are not adjusted to cash basis and remain on accrual

 

basis as audited.

 
 

(c)

 

Goods and Services Tax (GST)

 

Revenues and expenses are recognised net of the amount of GST, except where the amount of GST 
incurred is not recoverable  from the Australian  Taxation Office. In these circumstances , the GST is 
recognised as part of the expenditure.

 
 

(d)

 

Income Tax

 

Stormwater Australia is a not-for-profit membership organisation and he income tax is determined 
by the Mutuality Principle. It is based on the proposition that an organisation

 

cannot derive income 
from  itself .

 

The principle  provides  that  where  a

 

number  of persons  contribute  to common  fund 
created  and controlled  by them  for a common  purpose , any surplus  arising  from the use of that 
fund for the common purpose is not income. This principle does not extend to include income that 
is derived from sources outside that group. Therefore  the income from sources outside the group 
and the associated expenses are used

 

to determine the tax liability.

 
 
 
 
 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION



STORMWATER INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION LTD

PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2020

2020 2019

INCOME

Advertising Income -                -                

Interest Income 190           683           

Interest Income - ATO 44              44              

Member Levies

* Victoria 7,489        8,925        

* New South Wales 12,974      11,021      

* Queensland 8,848        9,764        

* South Australia 5,645        7,620        

* Western Australia 1,288        5,324        

National (Sustaining) Levies -                -                

National Conference Income -                47,837      

SQIDEP -                3,000        

Substaning Member Fees 19,200      29,600      

Sundry Income 74              811           

55,752      124,629    



STORMWATER INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION LTD

PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2020

2020 2019

EXPENSES

ASIC 1,578         931           

Advertising 112             -                

Accounting Fees 6,373         9,300        

Administration/Secretarial Work Fees -                 -                

Bank Charges -                 145           

Bulletin Costs -                 5,000        

Catering 171             -                

Computer Expenses 524             852           

2021 Conference 22,727       14,787      

Consultancy 920             21,335      

Director Cost and Travel 8,043         11,711      

Finance Officer -                 19,535      

Interest Expenses - ATO 44               42              

Insurance -                 1,578        

Mediation 10,638       

Payments to SIA NSW -                 9,330        

Payments to SIA WA -                 455           

Printing, Postage & Stationery 70               -                

Secretarial & Exec Officer 3,377         

SQIDEP 7,681         660           

Superannuation expense 291             

Sundry Expenses 285             198           

Teleconference Expenses 1,232         1,367        

Telephone & Internet -                 -                

Travel Expenses -                 2,574        

Website Costs 9,165         4,453        

73,231       104,253    

NET INCOME/LOSS FOR YEAR 17,479-$     20,376$    



STORMWATER INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION LTD

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 JUNE 2020

2020 2019

EQUITY

Retained Profits 131,203     120,310      

Less Adjustment due to change from accrual basis to cash basis -                 9,483          

Add Adjustments to Retained Profits 

       due to change of opening balance of retained profits 1,920         -                  

Net Income/Loss for year 17,479-       20,376        

115,644$   131,203$    

CURRENT ASSETS

Cash at Bank (National) 115,904     131,203      

GST Refundable -                 -                  

Trade Debtors - ATO clearing account 31               -                  

115,935     131,203      

INTANGIBLE ASSETS -                 -                  

TOTAL ASSETS 115,935     131,203      

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Other Payable - superannuation 291             -                  

Trade Creditors -                 -                  

Unearned Income -                 -                  

291             -                  

TOTAL LIABILITIES 291             -                  

NET ASSETS 115,644$   131,203$    
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STORMWATER INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION LTD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

(a).  Corporate Information

Stormwater Industry Association is an unlisted company limited by guarantee and incorporated  

and domiciled in Australia.

(b) Special Purpose Financial Statements

The statements are prepared on the basis that the Company is a non-reporting entity because  

there are no users dependent on a general purpose financial report. The financial report is 

therefore a special purpose financial report.

(c) Basis of Preparation

The financial statements are prepared on a cash basis, revenues and expenses are recognised

when they are earned or incurred, when the money is actually received or paid. The comparative

figures for the previous year are not adjusted to cash basis and remain on accrual basis as

audited.

(d) Goods and Services Tax (GST)

Revenues and expenses are recognised net of the amount of GST, except where the amount 

of GST incurred is not recoverable from the Australian Taxation Office. In these circumstances,

the GST is recognised as part of the expenditure.

(e) Income Tax

Stormwater Industry Association is a not for profit membership organisation and the income tax 

is determined by the Mutuality Principle. It is based on the proposition that an organisation  

cannot derive income from itself.  The principle provides that where a number of persons 

contribute to common fund created and controlled by them for a common purpose, any surplus 

arising from the use of that fund for the common purpose is not income. This principle does not 

extend to include income that is derived from sources outside that group.  Therefore the income 

from sources outside the group and the associated expenses are used to determine the tax 

liability.  
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MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF STORMWATER INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION LTD (SIA LTD) 
12 December 2019 1pm-1:22pm (via teleconference and Zoom) 

 
The meeting commenced at 1pm AEST 
 
Attendees and apologies 

State 

Representatives 

Peter Worth (QLD), Alan Benson (NSW), Jamie Tainton (VIC), Andrew King 

(SA), David Simpson (QLD),  

Board Alan Hoban (AH), Darren Drapper (DD), Ann Shaw Rungie (AR), Peter 

Coombes (PC) 

Apologies WA, Meghraj Thakkar 

 

1. Item Confirmation of quorum and proxies 

Discussion 

• AH confirmed 1 vote recorded per state 

o David Simpson stated constitution each representative has an automatic proxy 

o AH stated in that case then each state other than QLD is assigned two votes to 

ensure voting is fair and equitable 

2. Confirmation previous AGM minutes  

Resolution: That the minutes of the last annual general meeting held 7 December 2018 be 

Adopted.  

Moved PC, Seconded AB. Carried 

3. President’s Report  

Resolution: That the President’s report for the year ended 30 June 2018 be adopted (copy 

attached). Moved AH, Seconded AR. Carried. 

4. Treasurer’s Report  

Discussion 

• New board has investigated financial history & reviewed outgoing costs  

• David Simpson (QLD) confirmed questions were sent via email and PC confirmed he will 

respond via email  



 

 

SIA AGM 2019 

• Jamie Tainton (VIC) Victorian invoice was listed as outstanding in Treasurer’s Report. PC 

confirmed that since finalisation of report VIC payment has been received.  

• PC confirmed he will reply to Jamie Tainton via email regarding whether Melbourne Water 

payment is still outstanding.  

• Jamie Tainton (VIC) queried whether information will be provided about plans for future 

Stormwater Australia finances, particularly funding for admin officer role. PC confirmed 

that business planning is underway and suggested that states and national join prior to 

conference to complete business planning.  

• PC advised that admin officer role is being funded out of existing funds.  

Resolution: That the statement of financial position and performance for the year ended 30 

June 2018 be adopted. Moved AH, Seconded AR. Carried. 

Resolution: That the accounts and financial statements be audited to Australian Auditing 

Standards for the financial year ending 30 June 2020 for presentation to the next annual general 

meeting. Moved AH. Seconded not applicable. Carried by unanimous vote. 

 

5. Other Business 

None 

Meeting closed at 1:22pm 

 




