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Message from the President
The past year has been a significant and
challenging one for many of us in the
stormwater industry. Many people have
been dealing with the challenges of COVID19 and associated disruptions to our lives
and workplaces. But it has also been an
encouraging time with strengthening state
government policies towards reducing litter
through strengthening bans on single-use
plastics and container deposit schemes.
Stormwater professionals are acutely aware
of climate change's adverse impacts,
including altered rainfall patterns and
increased intensity and frequency of extreme
weather events, so it's pleasing to see some
belated progress on climate change in the
national discourse.
One of the highlights of the year was our
National Conference. We’d delayed it a year
due to COVID-19 and ended up needing to
run a virtual event, but the support of the
industry was fantastic, and we had a record
attendance. Furthermore, as a by-product of
the virtual format, we have video recordings
of all the presentations for the first time,
which will be an invaluable collective
resource.

environmental, social and economic
impacts; and
▪ facilitating an understanding of the roles
and responsibilities of agencies and
partners working to improve our natural
and built stormwater systems, providing
an advisory and reference service for the
industry and promoting the concept that
stormwater is a resource.
As the stormwater industry expands, it needs
to be viewed in a unified way, with the key
players being accountable for the problems
rather than limiting accountability to the
boundaries of a local area. The industry
needs to meet these challenges and, in doing
so, build an expanding, profitable and
environmentally responsible approach.

Another highlight was our National
Stormwater Awards ceremony, showcasing
the best of the best stormwater projects
from around the country. Congratulations to
all the finalists and especially the winners.

Stormwater is a catchment-based problem,
and the community needs an approach
based on good science and urban design
principles to ensure the right solutions are
adopted. The National Stormwater Industry
Association was formed to promote the use
of more appropriate and effective practices,
such as the principles of Total Catchment
Management, Water Sensitive Urban Design
(WSUD) and the adoption of common
standards and policies. This coordinated
approach seeks to reduce the present
inequities and minimise the economic, social
and environmental costs currently being
borne.

Stormwater Australia plays several important
roles in the industry, such as:

By working together, we can all manage
stormwater more efficiently and effectively.

▪ linking the diverse and multi-disciplinary
interests of all Australian stakeholders of
the Stormwater Industry and
representing them at national forums;
▪ promoting innovative and sustainable
practice technologies, standards and
policies that minimise adverse
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Who we are
Our Aim
Stormwater Australia is a national industry association focused on improving stormwater
management, waterway health, and maximising stormwater re-use.

Our Vision
An empowered Australian stormwater industry innovates to manage stormwater as a resource,
protect waterways, people and property, enhance Australian lives, and build our resilience to
climate change.

Our Mission
To advance the effective management of stormwater, represent the stormwater industry, support
and enable the members.
Our mission includes working with State Stormwater Associations to achieve shared goals, such as:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Developing standards and supporting innovation
Facilitating knowledge transfer
Advocating for priority stormwater interests
Leading the stormwater industry
Facilitating long-term organisational sustainability

State Associations
The Stormwater Industry Associations (SIAs) of Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, South
Australia and Western Australia are autonomous entities that support common goals. Each of
these SIAs are regulated by the laws of the state in which they were incorporated.
The State SIAs established Stormwater Industry Association Ltd and adopted a protocol that
enables all SIAs to interact constructively, adopt common membership categories and offer
membership privileges to interstate colleagues.
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Board of Directors
This year, we successfully recruited and welcomed five new Directors to Stormwater Australia,
adding significant experience and expertise to the Board. All board members are volunteers,
dedicating their time and expertise to furthering the stormwater agenda in Australia.
..

Alan Hoban

Kristen Walsh

President &
Director

Director

..

..

Dr Darren Drapper

Dr Peter Breen

Secretary &
Director

Director

..

..

Sudesh Mudaliar

Dr Robert Gale

Treasurer &
Director

Director

..

..

Alison Carmichael

Robert Stribling

Director

Director

..

..
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National Committees and Panels
Executive Committee
❖ National President
❖ Secretary
❖ Treasurer
The purpose of the following Board
Committees is to delve into the details and
bring back any essential items or actions to
the whole Board for consideration. Charters
have been formed around these Committees
and Panels.

Stakeholder Engagement Committee
The Stakeholder Engagement Committee has
been the primary forum for the Board to
engage with the State members. Through the
engagement of the committee members
provides opportunities for connecting with a
wide range of stakeholders across the
country.

Finance Audit and Risk Committee
The Finance Audit and Risk Committee
primarily deals with corporate compliance
and key issues and threats that may affect
the organisation.

Policy and Advocacy Committee
The Policy and Advocacy Committee is a new
committee formed in response to an
emerging need for stormwater advocacy at a
national level. This committee will enable an
increasing national presence in engaging
with the Federal Government and
coordinating efforts across other levels of
government.
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Innovation Committee
The Innovation Committee is also new. This
committee was formed to ensure that the
organisation can fulfil its long-term
innovation plan and acknowledge the
increasing role of innovation and technology
in the industry.

SQIDEP Governance Panel
The SQIDEP Governance Panel guides
Stormwater Australia in developing and
implementing governance systems to ensure
compliance with relevant legislation, funding
and financial obligations. The SQIDEP
Governance Panel provides resolutions to
the Board on the engagement of
Independent Evaluators and the Evaluation
reports.

Technical Review Panel
The Technical Review Panel (TRP) considers
the latest research, policy changes, industry
updates, field data, and lab testing to update
the existing SQIDEP document.
Previous recommendations from the TRP
have included:
▪ A Laboratory testing Protocol for micropollutants (<5mm);
▪ A Field and Laboratory testing Protocol
for gross pollutants (>5mm); and
▪ A methodology for lower cost, lower
reliability, entry-level stormwater testing.
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Membership
There are four categories of membership for the Stormwater Industry Association. These are
Individual, Corporate, Sustaining and Student memberships. More detail on each of the
membership types is provided in Attachment A.
Stormwater Australia membership fees for the 2020-2021 FY were as follows:
Sustaining Membership – up to 12 Members

Renewal – Full Year:

$1,920.00

$1,920.00 yearly plus once only $66.00 joining fee

New Member – Full Year:

$1,986.00

* Where membership commences after 31st December, the new member fee for Sustaining Membership is pro-rated on
a monthly basis.

The breakdown of membership [1] by location, as of the end of June 2021, is provided below.

0.5%
overseas

0.1%

23.3%
8.2%
12.7%
26.8%

1.1%
27.2%

0.1%

[1]

Includes Individual, Corporate and Student members of Stormwater New South Wales, Stormwater Queensland,
Stormwater South Australia, Stormwater Victoria, Stormwater Western Australia and Sustaining Members of Stormwater
Australia.
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Sustaining Members
Sustaining Members are the foundation of our industry. As of June 2021, there were 17 Sustaining
Members, as below. These include organisations that are operating nationally, bringing a wealth
of experience and perspective.
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Highlights and Achievements
National Conference
Stormwater Australia delivered a National Conference with a record attendance of 330 delegates,
distributing profit dividends next year.
This year’s Conference was entirely virtual due to COVID-19. People adapted very quickly to the
rigid timeframe and enjoyed having the opportunity to go back and watch the presentations.

Keynote Speakers
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Professor Nick Ashbolt

Dr Warren Campbell

Lord Mayor Sally Capp

Southern Cross University

Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection

City of Melbourne

Dr Brian Chalfant

Professor Quentin Grafton

Dr Ana Mijic

Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection

UNESCO Chair in Water
Economics and
Transboundary Water
Governance

Imperial College London
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Invited Speakers

Dr Darren
Drapper

Alan Hoban

Ben Modra

Andrew Swindells

Stormwater Australia

UNSW Water
Research Laboratory

Make More

Stormwater Australia

Message from the Conference Convenor
The Stormwater 2021 National
Conference was held virtually from 13–16
April 2021.
Well, that was certainly a whirlwind of a
conference, and we hope you enjoyed it as
much as we did. It was fast-paced with loads
of fantastic content. The broad national and
international content has expanded our
knowledge base.
If we all think back to the start of the
Conference week, the Conference was
launched by Melbourne's own Lord Mayor,
Sally Cap. Adding to this were many glorious
Keynote Speakers from across the globe who
shared their passion and knowledge. The
keynotes seemed to tie in well with the preconference workshop hosted on the Monday
prior. They were all well attended and
certainly added value.
The National Awards were a glorious event.
From our spot down here in Victoria, we
watched bow ties, and fairy lights glamorise
the event that saw the best of our industry
recognised for their innovation and
advancement. Aren't we all challenged by
trying to outdo them next round?
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The thank you's for this event are endless,
from the Stormwater Australia Board to
GEMS Events, the state leaders who helped,
the judges, the scientific chair and all the
peer reviewers. We thank you. Our sponsors
deserve their own round of applause. Thank
you to SPEL Stormwater, Rocla, Melbourne
Water, Frankische, Aqua Metro Services,
Innovyze, Enviropod, Citygreen, Craig &
Rhodes, Cardno, Water Technology and
Tuflow.
Stay tuned to see when we hold the next one
so we can all keep the level of local, regional,
interstate, and international accessibility in
all our future events.

Jamie Tainton
President Stormwater Victoria
Stormwater 2021 National Conference Convenor
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National Awards for Excellence
Stormwater Australia Awards for Excellence encourage and celebrate the innovation,
development, completion and management of stormwater projects and the people involved.
Under the Awards for Excellence protocol adopted by Stormwater Australia, only the State Awards
for Excellence recipients are eligible for the National Excellence Awards. Thus, the preceding two
years of state award winners (2019 and 2020) were eligible in 2021. A complete list of National
Finalists is in Appendix B.
The National Awards for Excellence were presented as a part of Stormwater Australia's
Stormwater 2021 National Conference. Awards were presented in six categories, which were:
▪ Excellence in Asset Management
▪ Excellence in Infrastructure
▪ Excellence in Integrated Stormwater
Design

▪ Excellence in Policy or Education
▪ Excellence in Research and Innovation
▪ Excellence in Strategic or Master Planning

❖ Winner
Excellence in Asset Management

❖ Winner
Excellence in Infrastructure

Project: Knowledge, Integration and
Commitment - How the City of Sydney and
Optimal Stormwater have Massively
enhanced Stormwater Asset Management to
Protect one of Australia's Greatest Jewels

Project: Two for One - Tim Neville
Arboretum & Dobson Oval IWM Scheme

Project Collaborators: Knox City Council

Project Collaborators: Optimal Stormwater
and City of Sydney
Citation by Judging Panel:
The judges noted all projects provided good
tools for the industry going forward.
However, the judges did not necessarily find
the innovation excellence in the products,
but the people involved. This project win is
due to the individuals from Sydney Council &
Optimal Stormwater who went above and
beyond the job scope and drove the needed
change and long-term investment leveraging a call to action that will lead to
tangible outcomes for Sydney Harbour.
Page10
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Citation by Judging Panel:
The way this project achieved multiple
outcomes was very impressive. It resulted in
a complex mix of water treatment, capture
and re-use and flood protection. The project
benefitted from detailed planning and design
and involved a blend of technologies, from
conventional drainage, ecological
responsiveness through to the use of cuttingedge smart technology. This project truly
ticked all the boxes!

Stormwater Industry Association Ltd
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❖ Winner
Excellence in Integrated Stormwater Design

❖ Winner
Excellence in Policy or Education

Project: Small Creek Naturalisation

Project: Our Future Cities: 2018
Interdisciplinary Design program

Project Collaborators: Ipswich City Council,
Bligh Tanner, Landscapology, Australian
Wetlands, TLCC
Citation by Judging Panel:
The project has converted a straight
concrete-lined drain within a 'single use'
corridor into a substantive multipurpose
community asset. Collaboration was
extensive both between the technical design
team members and through a well-planned
community consultation process. The
channel works are designed to encourage
and allow natural regenerative processes,
including erosion and deposition. The
restoration was intentionally "wild", with
limited formal structures or embellishments.
The community is encouraged to explore and
create their own way through the corridor.
An all-round exceptional result that all
involved can be proud of.
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Project Collaborators: Our Future Cities,
Loci Environment & Place
Citation by Judging Panel:
The judges were unanimous in supporting
the "Our Future Cities: 2018 Interdisciplinary
Design program" as the award winner for
Excellence in Policy or Education. The project
excelled against all criteria for the award,
particularly in relation to the high level of
collaboration and demonstrated educational
benefits of the program. These outcomes
were strongly evidenced by the growth and
continuation of the program from its
inception, the high level of participation
(including repeat participants), and the
support shown by the industry partner
organisations through significant in-kind
contributions and enthusiasm for uptake and
advertising of ideas generated from the
program. The project was additionally
completed with a very small cash budget,
demonstrating excellent value for money. In
summary, the project deserves to be
commended in the strongest possible terms
as an outstanding and innovative example of
excellence in education related to
stormwater management.

Stormwater Industry Association Ltd
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❖ Winner
Excellence in Research and Innovation

❖ Winner
Excellence in Strategic or Master Planning

Project: Joint Research Program between
Flinders University and the City of Marion

Project: DUBA, BUDU, BARRA: Ten steps to a
living river – The Parramatta River
Masterplan

Project Collaborators: City of Marion,
Flinders University of South Australia,
Local Government Association, Managed
Aquifer Recharge Group
Citation by Judging Panel:
This is a remarkable project. This exciting and
innovative joint initiative of applied research
that you can touch and feel provides
information that will drive the continuous
improvement to Managed Aquifer Recharge
operations, the environment and long-term
planning. It supports a learning environment
for the industry, researchers, university
students and school children learning STEM
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Project Collaborators: Parramatta River
Catchment Group
Citation by Judging Panel:
This remarkable project links a high-level
liveability and nature-based performance
goal, swimming in the Parramatta River, with
a science-based, holistic, practical, and very
meaningful masterplan. In order to achieve
the performance goal, the Parramatta River
needs stormwater management, planning
controls, sewer overflow management,
community education, leadership and
stakeholder engagement. Developed in close
consultation with multiple communities and
professional groups, the ten-step plan
demonstrates excellence in almost all the
judging criteria. The application of the
master plan in a monitoring program,
catchment-wide approach to reducing
stormwater runoff, identifying five iconic
species, standardising land use planning
controls to promote at-source stormwater
management and a 'Get the Site right'
campaign help demonstrate the breadth of
the project. This project excelled over other
excellent projects because the success of the
masterplan could be demonstrated by a
series of completed initiatives, including four
established swimming sites along the river.
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❖ Projects Highly Commended
Project Title: Torhaven - innovation and excellence through stormwater treatment by
Ephemeral Wetland
▪ Project Contributors: E2Designlab, Water Technology,
▪ Project Category:
▪ State:

Defence Housing Australia
Infrastructure
Queensland

Project Title: Returning our lost "wet spaces" to the city's environs - creating places where
people and water meet
▪ Project Contributors: Knox City Council
▪ Project Category:
Integrated Stormwater Design
▪ State:
Victoria

Project Title: Urban Streamflow Impact Assessment (USIA)
▪ Project Contributors: Streamology, CT Environmental, Sydney
▪ Project Category:
▪ State:

Water, University of Melbourne
Research and Innovation
Victoria

Project Title: Chain of Ponds Collaboration - transforming the Moonee Ponds Creek through
collective action
▪ Project Contributors: City West Water, Melbourne Water,

▪ Project Category:
▪ State:

Moreland City Council, Moonee Valley City
Council, Hume City Council, Melbourne City
Council, Yarra Valley Water, Parks Victoria,
Victorian Planning Authority, Conservation
Volunteers Australia, Friends of Moonee
Ponds Creek, Friends of Upper Moonee
Ponds Creek, Kensington Association,
Moonee BUG, Living Colour Studio
Strategic or Master Planning
Victoria

Project Title: Combining Integrated Stormwater Management with Environmental Protection
at Springwood, Gawler East
▪ Project Contributors: Wallbridge Gilbert Aztec
▪ Project Category:
Strategic or Master Planning
▪ State:
South Australia
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Stormwater Quality Improvement Device Evaluation Protocol (SQIDEP)
After five years of consultation, collaboration and negotiation, Stormwater Australia released the
SQIDEP document in December 2018. The document provides a uniform set of criteria to which all
stormwater treatment measures (green & grey) can be field-tested and reported. These criteria
guide and inform field monitoring programs that seek to demonstrate pollutant removal for
treatment measures implemented to achieve water quality objectives.
In the 2020-2021 financial year, the SQIDEP process continued to be improved. The program will
continue to be streamlined and adapted to reflect new research and lessons from Australia and
globally.
Based on global and national research into other verification programs, the SQIDEP governance
processes were further developed. The protocol was applied to manage verification of the first
two applications, shown below:
SPELBasin
SPEL Hydrochannel

SQIDEP Governance Panel
Governance Panel – Chairman’s Report
I was first approached to join SWA as Chairman of the Governance Panel (GP) in July 2019 and I
was appointed to the role later that year. I am pleased to report that I have now completed over
two years of service with SWA. My current tenure in the role is three years and will expire in 2022.
I wanted to take this opportunity to acknowledge the amazing achievements of all those involved
in successfully establishing SWA. Water is one of our most essential natural resources and its
importance as a major priority to increase globally. During the coming years, SWA will play a
central role in the management of water in Australia and the GP is very proud to be involved in
this endeavour.
During my tenure as Chairman of the Governance Panel I have seen many changes to the
organisation, its Board and the Governance Panel. I wish to acknowledge and thank all those who
have participated in SWA in their various roles.
Under the Governance Panel Charter, the Governance Panel is to meet up to five times per year. In
general, we have met that requirement each year for the last two years. Largely due to budgetary
constraints, it was important over this period for the Panel to limit the number of formal paid
meetings held, despite the constant and ever-increasing workload and we successfully did this.
Dealing with that workload called for a great deal of voluntary work to be undertaken by various
Panel members. In that regard, I particularly want to thank Professor Veeriah Jegatheesan and Ms
Kaia Hodge. Without their contributions, support and willing participation, we could not have
achieved what we have in SWA. In the near future, it is likely that there will be further changes to
the membership of the Governance Panel and I will be greatly saddened to lose my fellow panel
members when this occurs.
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The past year presented many challenges for the GP. Two members were appointed, then later
resigned from the Panel and I thank them for their contributions. Much like most entities, Covid
impacted our work and procedures, and this and other issues did cause some significant delays in
some processes.
In relation to the work undertaken, the Governance Panel Charter specifies that the role of the
Governance Panel is as follows:
Independent oversight of the SQIDEP Independent Evaluation Panel (IEP);
Independent oversight of the Technical Review Panel (TRP);
Independent oversight of SQIDEP Budget/Fees and Business Plan; and
Dispute resolution between Claimants/Auditors/Review Panel members, if required.
The Governance Panel shall communicate with the IEP and TRP but reports to the SWA
Board.
Multiple IEPs will be stood up to independently assess submissions under the SQIDEP
process…….. Where these are significant and intransigent, the Governance Panel will be
requested to act as mediator for the IEP members.
A TRP will be stood up on an annual/biennial basis to evaluate potential improvements to
the SQIDEP protocol and process. This panel may consist of up to 20 members with various
competing recommendations. The Governance Panel may be requested to mediate for the
TRP to ensure clear and consistent recommendations to the SWA Board for improvements to
SQIDEP.

Governance Panel Highlights and Achievements 2020-2021
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▪

GP has held ten formal remunerated meetings over the past two years. Some of those
meetings lasted more than four hours.

▪

To date the GP has drafted considered and passed 17 resolutions some of which were
extremely complex and dealt with crucial and fundamental issues.

▪

An example of this is the resolution adopting the GP selection protocols for Independent
Evaluators. This was a complex system for independently and transparently selecting
Evaluators for Applications that was developed by the GP Chairman with the input and
support of the GP.

▪

GP stood up the TRP.

▪

GP conducted oversight of all Panels as required under the GP Charter.

▪

GP Chairman provided mentoring to the TRP and provided onboarding support to the
leadership of the TRP.

▪

The Chairman attended online meetings with the TRP leadership and some members.

▪

GP held an online meeting with nine external stakeholders to address concerns and issues
and discuss governance issues.

▪

Outside of formal meetings, GP members considered and responded to a range of internal
email correspondence on a wide variety of issues on a voluntary basis.

▪

GP considered and responded to an increasing volume of correspondence.

2021
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▪

GP appointed Evaluators to three Applications for Evaluation.

▪

GP considered and endorsed three completed Evaluations.

▪

The Secretary of the GP undertook a review and redraft of some IEP Protocols and
documentation on a voluntary basis and provided an email report on these matters, including
recommendations.

▪

The Chairman participated in mentorship and support of three consecutive Administrative
Officers.

▪

The Chairman undertook negotiations with some Evaluators on remuneration for undertaking
evaluation processes, in some cases securing agreed reductions in fees sought by those
evaluators and recommended and participated in the standardising payment rates for
Evaluators.

▪

The Chairman regularly undertook discussion with Board members on a variety of issues
including strategic, governance and organisational/structural matters.

▪

The Chairman provided advice and support on Dispute Resolution Processes and, procedures
and costings.

▪

The Chairman voluntarily undertook a general review of documentation, structures, and
procedures and provided a tender for undertaking the necessary work.

▪

The Chairman attended a SWA BOARD meeting in 2020 to report to the Board and will do so
again in 2021.

▪

The Chairman attended, participated in and spoke at the annual national Conference.

▪

Completing the Annual Report contribution.

Some of the higher priority tasks that will be completed by the GP include:
➢ Finalising the Governance Policy and Procedure documents.
➢ Drafting and Finalising a Dispute Resolution Policy and Procedure document.
➢ Incorporating these documents into all existing documentation, including contractual
documentation.
➢ Revise budgetary impact of Dispute Resolution Processes.
➢ Passing further Resolution on future Evaluation Applications and completed Evaluations.
➢ Leading the implementation of the Governance Policy and Procedures.

Andrew Swindells, BA LLB LLM
Chairman, Governance Panel
2021
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SQIDEP Technical Review Panel
The SQIDEP Technical Review Panel (TRP) was stood up in June 2020 and has met nine times.
Members bring to the panel knowledge and experience related to stormwater from roles held in
Local or State Government, Universities or Consulting roles across Australia. The primary function
of the TRP is to review the existing SQIDEP protocol taking into consideration: emerging research;
technical issues associated with SQIDEP identified through the SQIDEP verification process; and
feedback from independent evaluators, industry and regulators.
Activities undertaken by members of the TRP in its first year of operation include:
▪

review of industry feedback on SQIDEP v1.3;

▪

face-to-face and teleconference meetings with industry and regulators to clarify and obtain
additional feedback as required or requested;

▪

review of SQIDEP v1.3 in the context of emerging research; and

▪

foundational work on a lab-based protocol presented at the Stormwater 2021 National
Conference.

Review of technical issues associated with SQIDEP identified through the application for
verification process will commence once sufficient verification applications have been received
and evaluated to enable meaningful comparative analysis.

Other Activities Undertaken in 2020-2021
Partnerships
▪

Stormwater Australia partnered with WaterRA to fund a research project into the revision of
the Guidelines for Stormwater Harvesting.

Media Coverage
▪

Stormwater Australia participated in national media coverage for progressive stormwater
management in Western Sydney.

Stormwater Guidelines
▪

Stormwater Australia liaised with international stormwater organisations regarding
verification programs.

▪

Representation to multiple Councils and water authorities regarding their stormwater
guidelines.

Webinars and Websites
▪
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Zoom Webinar licenses have been paid for and are provided for all State Associations.
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▪

Stormwater Australia held several webinars. These are published on Stormwater Australia’s
website.

▪

Website Hosting is undertaken and funded for Victoria, South Australia and Western
Australia.

▪

The Stormwater 2021 National Conference was recorded, and these presentations will form a
precious resource for Members for many years to come. The presentations and papers have
been published to the Stormwater Australia’s website for member access.

Operations and Administration
▪

More cost-effective bookkeeping support was sought and engaged.

▪

A strong Balance Sheet was maintained, ensuring the organisation is well placed to
implement agreed national priorities. More detail is provided in the Finance Report.

▪

Stormwater Australia employed a part-time Administration Officer to prepare regular Email
Newsletters, respond to membership enquiries and improve the Membership Database.
Monthly Newsletter

Page 18

Emails sent

Open rate

Users unsubscribed

July 2020

1263

27%

0

October2020

1263

26%

0

December 2020

1252

29%

1

January /February 2021

1274

25%

2

March 2021

1239

27%

2

April /May 2021

1245

29%

1

June 2021

1237

29%

1

Stormwater Industry Association Ltd
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Finance Report
The general-purpose financial statements cover Stormwater Industry Association Ltd (t/a
Stormwater Australia), including the financial operations of the Stormwater Quality Improvement
Device Evaluation Process (SQIDEP) verification scheme.
Stormwater Australia is an unlisted company limited by guarantee, incorporated and domiciled in
Australia. It operates within the terms of the Stormwater Australia Constitution, Policies and Bylaws, as provided on the Association website.
Stormwater Australia was registered under the Corporations Act 2001 (Cwth) on 30th June 2000,
allowing it to operate in all Australian jurisdictions.
These financial statements are authorised for issue by the members of the Board.

Income
As a member-based organisation,
Stormwater Australia derives most of its
income from Membership levies on the State
Associations and Sustaining Memberships
and the National Conference held every two
years.
The National Conference scheduled for
September 2020 was postponed due to
COVID restrictions, and as a result,
conference income has been delayed.
Comparison with the 19/20 financial year
indicates a significant variation due to the
reconciliation of SQIDEP Application Fees.
Income from the Stormwater 2021
conference is anticipated to be modest due
to format changes and COVID restrictions.
Stormwater Australia reduced State
Membership levies due to the delayed
issuing of invoices, considering potential
COVID impacts on the State Associations.

Expenses
Operating expenses increased in FY19/20
following the Board's concerted efforts to
reduce outgoings. Replacement of the
Bulletin with an email Newsletter saved
$14,250.
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Termination of the external
Accountant/Bookkeeper services also
conserved ~$10,000.
Staff costs have increased with the
employment of an Administration Officer,
which should offset external consultancy and
sundry administration costs. The most
significant expense this year has been the
investment in Stormwater 2021 National
Conference.
Costs associated with the setup of the
SQIDEP process (i.e. confidentiality
agreements, legal fees etc.) were incurred in
FY19/20, offset with income from
Application Fees in FY20/21. The entire
process is forecast to be cost-neutral from
FY21/22.

Statement of Financial Position
As of 30th June 2021, Stormwater Australia
had $183,103.92 in Total Equity, with a Cash
balance of $182,963.00.
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Summary of significant accounting policies
(a)

Corporate Information: Stormwater
Industry Association is an unlisted
company limited by guarantee and
incorporated and domiciled in
Australia.

(b)

Special Purpose Financial Statements:
The statements are prepared on the
basis that the Company is a nonreporting entity because there are no
users dependent on a general-purpose
financial report. The financial report is,
therefore, a special purpose financial
report.

(c)

Basis of Preparation: The financial
statements are prepared on a cash
basis; revenues and expenses are
recognised when earned or incurred
and when the money is received or
paid. Comparative figures for the
previous year are not adjusted to a
cash basis and remain on an accrual
basis, as audited.

(d)

Goods and Services Tax (GST):
Revenues and expenses are
recognised net of the amount of GST,
except where the amount of GST
incurred is not recoverable from the
Australian Taxation Office. In these
circumstances, the GST is recognised
as part of the expenditure.

(e)

Income Tax: Stormwater Australia is a
not-for-profit membership
organisation, and the Mutuality
Principle determines the income tax. It
is based on the proposition that an
organisation cannot derive income
from itself. The principle provides that
where several persons contribute to a
common fund created and controlled
by them for a common purpose, any
surplus arising from using that fund for
the common purpose is not income.
This principle does not extend to
include income that is derived from
sources outside that group. Therefore,
the income from sources outside the
group and the associated expenses are
used to determine the tax liability.
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Profit and Loss Statement

For the year ended 30th June 2021
INCOME
Interest received
Other income
Member Levies
SQIDEP Application Fees
Sustaining Member Fees
TOTAL INCOME
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2020 - 2021

2019 - 2020

15.36
30,660.00
60,212.83
50,000.00
27,296.34
$ 168,184.53

234.00
74.00
36,244.00
19,200.00
$ 55,752.00

6,700.00

6,373.00
112.00

LESS EXPENSE
Accountancy
Advertising & promotion
Bank fees & charges
Catering
Computer Expenses
Conference Expenses
Consultants’ fees
Filing fees
General expenses
Insurance
Interest
Mediation
Printing & stationery
Secretarial Expenses
SQIDEP Expenses
Superannuation
Travel Expenses
Wages
Website costs
TOTAL EXPENSE

110.00
34,704.74
2,330.31
518.51
24,658.35
7,452.00
$ 100,724.61

7,681.00
291.00
8,043.00
3,377.00
9,165.00
$ 73,231.00

PROFIT BEFORE INCOME TAX

$ 67,459.92

$ -17,479.00

221.06
568.94
7,394.51
14,000.00
273.00

171.00
524.00
23,959.00
920.00
1,578.00
285.00

1,793.19
44.00
10,638.00
70.00
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Balance Sheet
For the year ended 30th June 2021

2020 - 2021

ASSET
Banking
Accounts receivable
Fixed Assets

182,963.00
9,007.50
0.00

TOTAL ASSET

191,970.50

191,970.50

LIABILITY
Credit Card

0.00

TOTAL CREDIT CARD
Accounts payable
Superannuation payable
BAS payable

0.00
-7,370.00
-36.72
-1,459.86

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES

-8,866.58

TOTAL LIABILITY

-8,866.58

NET ASSETS

$183,103.92

EQUITY
Retained earnings
TOTAL EQUITY
TOTAL EQUITY
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183,103.92
183,103.92
$183,103.92
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Operating Expenses

Independent Audit
The independent financial report for Stormwater Industry Association Ltd is in Appendix C.
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Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of Stormwater Industry Association Ltd members for FY2019/2020
was held by Zoom conference call on 21st January 2021. Following are the minutes.
1. In attendance
State
Representatives

NSW: Alan Benson (President), Andrew Thomas (Vice President)
QLD: Peter Worth (President), David Simpson (Secretary)
SA:

apologies

WA:

Bill Till (President)

VIC:

Jamie Tainton (President)

Observer: Clint Mead
Stormwater
Australia Board

Alan Hoban (President & Director),
Darren Drapper (Secretary & Director),
Robert Stribling (Director), Robert Gale (Director)

2. Confirmation of quorum and proxies
Resolution: The Chairman confirmed a quorum present of at least 50% of representatives
and 75% of the Directors entitled to vote.
3. Confirmation of previous AGM minutes
Resolution: The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting of 12th December 2019 were
adopted. Moved by President Victoria, seconded by Secretary & Director of Stormwater
Board. Carried.
4. President's Report
Resolution: The President's report for the year 2020 was adopted. Moved by President
Victoria, seconded by Secretary & Director of Stormwater Board. Carried.
5. Treasurer's Report
Resolution: The statement of financial position and performance for the year ended 30th
June 2020 was adopted. Moved by Secretary & Director of Stormwater Board, seconded
by President Western Australia. Carried.
Resolution: The accounts and financial statements to be audited to Australian Auditing
Standards for the financial year ending 30th June 2021 for presentation to the next annual
general meeting. Moved by President & Director of Stormwater Board, seconded by
Secretary Queensland. Carried.
6. Other Business
No other business to which seven (7) days' notice was provided.
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APPENDICES
Appendix A - Membership categories and privileges
This protocol promotes Individual,
Corporate, Sustaining and Student
memberships. The Sustaining category is
best viewed as a federal category that SIA
National manages on behalf of the State
SIAs. Individual State SIAs manage the other
categories.
Most members usually join the SIA of their
resident State, but the protocol enables
interstate SIAs. Membership may also be
upgraded and transferred to an interstate
SIA. However, members may transfer to an
interstate SIA. In that case, they will not be
eligible to stand for the Committee of the SIA
of their resident State unless they also join
their local SIA.

Corporate Members
Corporate membership is available for all
organisations, including companies,
municipal councils, statutory authorities,
unincorporated entities, and other formal
and informal interest groups with
appropriate interests in the State of the
Association they are seeking to join.
(i)

(ii)

Individual Membership
This category accommodates individuals and
entities that only employ one or two
stormwater practitioners. Other advantages
are offered from time to time. Individual
Members receive regular copies of the SIA
Newsletter and are entitled to SIA
membership discounts for local and
interstate seminars, conferences and
workshops organised by the Stormwater
Industry.
(i)

(ii)
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Individual Members are eligible to
stand for election to their state
Committee and may be invited to join
the event and technical subcommittees.
Individual membership is the key
membership category. All other
membership categories are based on
this category.

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

Corporate members may nominate
four representatives. Membership is
deemed to be vested in the
representatives who are obliged to
abide by the Rules of the State SIA.
Corporate members sponsor their
representatives.
Representatives of corporate
members enjoy the same privileges as
Individual members.
All employees of a Corporate Member
are entitled to SIA membership
discounts for local and interstate
seminars, conferences and workshops
organised by the Stormwater Industry.
Corporate Members may wish to
nominate more than four
representatives to their State SIA. The
additional representatives will be
accepted at the Individual Member
subscription rate, but the customary
joining fee for these additional
representatives will be waived.
Employee redeployment or departure
is accommodated. The corporation
may revise its nominated
representatives during the
subscription year, provided the
changes are advised in writing. All new
representatives give the undertaking
to abide by the Rules of the State SIA.
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Sustaining Membership

(vii)

New Sustaining Members are
requested to provide a list of
representatives and are required to
advise SIA National of changes in their
representation. SIA National will pass
on these changes and the associated
contact details to the relevant State
SIAs.

(viii)

A significant portion of the fees
collected from Sustaining Members is
remitted to the State SIAs to enable
them to support the representatives.

Sustaining membership is a special category
that SIA National manages. Applications for
Sustaining Membership must be made
directly to SIA National.
(i)

(ii)

The representatives may be attached
to one or more State SIAs. They will be
deemed to be Individual Members of
their host SIA provided they complete
a membership application form
provided by their host SIA and
undertake to be bound by the Rules of
the host SIA. The representatives will
not be recognised until the application
form is completed and the
undertaking is provided.

(iii)

Sustaining Members are not required
to pay Membership or joining fees to
State SIAs.

(iv)

All employees of a Sustaining Member
corporation are entitled to SIA
membership discounts for local and
interstate seminars, conferences and
workshops organised by the
Stormwater Industry.

(v)

(vi)

Page 26

A Sustaining Member may nominate
up to twelve representatives. SIA
membership is deemed to be vested in
the representatives. The Sustaining
Member is the sponsor of their
representatives.

Employee redeployment or departure
is accommodated. The corporation
may revise its nominated
representatives during the
subscription year, provided the
changes are advised in writing. All new
representatives give the undertaking
to abide by the Rules of the State SIA.
Sustaining Members will be
acknowledged by SIA National in
regular publications and enjoy other
privileges.

Student Members
Students who wish to pursue a career in
Urban Water Management can apply for
Student Membership of the Stormwater
Industry Association (in the state where
studies are conducted) at no charge.
(i)

Student members must be currently
undertaking full-time studies,
regardless of the study stage (i.e.
undergraduate and postgraduate
students). Proof of full-time student
status is required.

(ii)

Student Members may upgrade their
membership to the Individual
Membership category at favourable
rates.

(iii)

Student members receive a
subscription to all regular and
occasional publications published by
SIA National, other than special
reports, technical papers, conference
proceedings and other limited
distribution publications.

(iv)

Student members are entitled to SIA
member discounts for local and
interstate seminars, conferences and
workshops organised by the
Stormwater Industry.
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Transfers / Category Changes

Membership Renewal

A representative of a Corporate or Sustaining
Member who leaves their employer or
ceases to be a nominated representative of
their employer is entitled to take up the
status of an Individual Member of a state SIA
of their choice.

SIA National sends renewal invoices to
Sustaining Members. The State SIAs manage
all other renewals. Corporate and Sustaining
Members are requested to return a
completed representative list at renewal
time. SIA National provides extracts from the
Sustaining member representative list to the
relevant State SIAs.

(i)

The fee payable by the transferee will
be the Individual Member fee
calculated on a pro-rata basis for the
number of whole months remaining in
the subscription year. No joining fee is
payable.

(ii)

Individual Members may also transfer
membership between state SIAs at any
time without penalty. No additional
fees will be payable if they have paid
all subscription fees to their original
SIA for the current membership year.

(iii)

Student Members may transfer to
Individual Membership if they
contribute an amount equal to the
difference between the annual
student and individual fees for the
balance of the subscription year
calculated on a pro-rata basis.

(iv)

Individual Members may transfer to
corporate membership if they
contribute an amount equal to the
difference between individual and
corporate joining fees and an
additional amount equal to the annual
fees for the balance of the
subscription year calculated on a prorata basis for the additional three
representatives.
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Appendix B - Complete list of Stormwater 2021 National Finalists
2021 National Finalists: Excellence in Strategic or Master Planning
2019 Queensland
Winner

2020 South Australian
Winner

2020 West Australian
Winner

Scrubby Creek Catchment
Recovery Plan

Combining Integrated
Stormwater Management
with Environmental
Protection at Springwood,
Gawler East

Belle View Estate

Wallbridge Gilbert Aztec

Conterra
Environment Collaborators Michael Hodgson, Strategic
Planning Institute P/L,
Urbanise, Hortplan

2019 Queensland
Winner

2019 New South Wales
Winner

2019 Victoria
Winner

Provide North Integrated
Stormwater System

DUBA, BUDU, BARRA: Ten
steps to a living river – The
Parramatta River Masterplan.

Chain of Ponds Collaboration Transforming the Moonee
Ponds Creek through
collective action.

E2Designlab, Logan Council,
Lat27, Catchment Solutions,
Synergy

Engeny Water Management
Okeland Communities
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Parramatta River Catchment
Group

City West Water, Melbourne
Water, Moreland City Council,
Moonee Valley City Council,
Hume City Council, Melbourne
City Council, Yarra Valley
Water, Parks Victoria,
Victorian Planning Authority,
Conservation Volunteers
Australia, Friends of Moonee
Ponds Creek, Friends of Upper
Moonee Ponds Creek,
Kensington Association,
Moonee BUG, Living Colour
Studio
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2021 National Finalists: Excellence in Infrastructure
2019 New South Wales
Winner

2019 Queensland
Winner

2020 Queensland
Winner

Pine Rivers Park River
Restoration Works

Waverley Cemetery – Coastal
Walk rehabilitation

Torhaven - Innovation and
Excellence Through
Stormwater Treatment by
Ephemeral Wetland

Alluvium Consulting, Waverly
Council, ASPECT Studios,
Ducros Design, Hibermain

E2Designlab,
Water Technology,
Defence Housing Australia

2020 South Australian
Winner

2019 Victoria
Winner

2020 Western Australia
Winner

Port Road Drainage Upgrade
Stages 2 & 3

Two for One - Tim Neville
Arboretum & Dobson Oval
IWM Scheme

Victoria Park Drive Road
Upgrade

City of Charles Sturt and
Southfront

Knox City Council

Alluvium Consulting
Moreton Bay Regional

Arup Pty Ltd
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2021 National Finalists: Excellence in Asset Management
2020 Queensland Winner

2020 New South Wales Winner

SPELCheck - An Online Portal
to Manage all Maintenance of
all Stormwater Treatment
Devices

Knowledge, Integration and
Commitment - How the City
of Sydney and Optimal
Stormwater have Massively
enhanced Stormwater Asset
Management to Protect one
of Australia's Greatest Jewels.

SPEL Stormwater

Optimal Stormwater,
City of Sydney
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2021 National Finalists: Excellence in Research and Innovation
2019 NSW Winner
2019 Victoria Winner

2019 Queensland
Winner

2020 Queensland
Winner

Urban Streamflow Impact
Assessment (USIA)

Development of Low-Cost
Water Level Gauges

Streamology,
CT Environmental,
Sydney Water,
University of Melbourne

Water Modelling Solutions

Stormwater Treatment
Systems within North
Queensland Agricultural
Catchments

2019 Victoria
Winner

2020 Western Australia
Winner

2020 South Australia
Winner

Pollution Prevention Program,
Enhancing Our Dandenong
Creek

Tunnelwell® Arch System – a
disruptive underground
storage technology

Joint Research Program
between Flinders University
and the City of Marion

Melbourne Water

Sentry Holdings Pty Ltd
Trading as Tunnelwell

City of Marion,
Flinders University of South
Australia,
Local Government Association
Managed Aquifer Recharge
Group

Terrain NRM,
AWC,
Department of Environment &
Science
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2021 National Finalists: Excellence in Policy or Education
2019 Queensland
Winner

2020 New South Wales
Winner

2020 Queensland
Winner

Davidson Street Creek
Restoration Project
"Reconnecting Community
With Creek"

2019 ACT Government
Municipal Infrastructure
Standard (MIS) and Technical
Specifications (MITS) for
WSUD Infrastructure

Zero Litter to Ocean

Healthy Land & Water,
Australian Government,
Brisbane City Council, Save
Our Waterways Now, Mode,
CoDesign Studios
2019 Victoria
Winner

Our Future Cities: 2018
Interdisciplinary Design
program
Our Future Cities, Loci
Environment & Place
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Cardno (ACT/NSW)

Ocean Protect
Stormwater NSW
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2021 National Finalists: Excellence in Integrated Stormwater Design
2019 New South Wales
Winner

Victoria Park Improvements Stormwater Treatment
Systems in Lake Northam
Alluvium Consulting,
City of Sydney, JPW. Warren
Smith Partners

Page 33

2019 Victoria
Winner

2019 Queensland
Winner

Small Creek Naturalisation
Returning our lost "wet
spaces" to the city's environs creating places where people
and water meet
Knox City Council

2020 South Australia
Winner

2020 Western Australia
Winner

Kings Reserve Wetland

Peter Place Micro Wetland

City of West Torrens,
DesignFlow
T.C.L

City of Bayswater and Water
Corporation

Ipswich City Council,
Bligh Tanner, Landscapology,
Australian Wetlands, TLCC
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Appendix C – Independent Financial Audit Report
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