
“The Best Is Yet To Come”
These are the words on the top of Frank Sinatra’s grave stone. While most people thought 
it was a rather strange epitaph, his family explained that was the way Sinatra looked at 
life. He was always excited about what was coming next.

And that’s the way we think members of the Stormwater Industry Association are. There 
are plenty of exciting things happening within our industry and even more exciting things 
planned to happen.

For a start SIA National is working hard on the implementation of its Communication 
Strategy and, as members, you will see ongoing improvements in the way we ‘talk’ to our 
members.

This revamped Bulletin is just a part of that strategy.

We know our State Associations are working on business plans designed to ensure a more 
rigorous approach to stormwater and that is very exciting.

And the things our members are doing continue to add to the excitement.

In line with the notion that the best is yet to come, we invited some leading stormwater 
professionals to provide us with their ideas on what stormwater management might 
be like in ten years time. Their thoughts feature in this issue of the Bulletin. We plan to 
keep copies of all of their thoughts and ask them in ten years time how their visions have 
panned out. Just on that, one wonders how we will be communicating in the year 2021.

So, welcome to our brand new format. We are excited by it and we hope you share that 
view. To us it is absolutely clear that the best is yet to come.  Editor

The Future of Stormwater in Australia
by Steve Frost - National President

I want to take an oblique view in addressing this issue. I recall some years ago attending 
a scenario planning session on the future of water in Sydney. One of the things I took 
away from that process was that Futurists rarely get it right as it is virtually impossible to 
predict any one particular future - there are too many variables and unknowns.  If we look 
back 10 or 20 years from where we are now and examine what people were saying about 
the future back then, I’m pretty sure that it is quite different from what was predicted.  
The best we can do is not to predict the future, but to develop a number of possible 
scenarios.  I do not intend to explore this in depth now, instead I prefer to suggest a few 
factors that are likely to be a part of any future scenario.

“high tide shows it is high time to act”  

Recently, I watched an address by Ban Ki-moon (Secretary General of the United 
Nations) to students at Sydney University.  He said that this year, probably in October, 
the 7 billionth child will be born. He was not sure whether we should celebrate this or 
be concerned. What is certain, and what is already happening, is that environmental 
migrants are beginning to reshape the human geography of our planet.  Australia will not 
be immune from this and it will affect all areas of our lives, including the manner in which 
we will be required to manage stormwater.  Ban Ki-moon urged us to take action in a 
world that will have to adapt to a changing climate.  He said that the old model is not just 
dated – it is dangerous.  In our struggle with climate change, he said “high tide shows it is 
high time to act”.  
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Stormwater - No Longer a Dirty Word
by Rod Wiese  - President Stormwater Victoria

The best is yet to come. What do we think stormwater management will be like in 10 years 
time?  That is a good question.  One cannot help reflect a little on the last decade (and 
perhaps the decade before) and gauge our progress. 

Progress always seems to be painfully slow when you are passionate about improving an 
industry. However we have had a massive turbo charger boost us this last decade in the 
form of a drought – and a big one at that.  I can’t help but think that today we would still 
be fighting bureaucrats on regulation that would now seem silly issues, if it weren’t for that 
drought.  It educated our communities by making it specifically relevant to our everyday 
lives -  which in turn brought political pressure to the regulators to relax policy and allow 
innovation in our industry.  These learnings do come at a price, but overall it allowed a huge 
advancement in the last decade, moreso the last 5 years.  

But now it has rained – in fact flooded, drastically.  Has our turbo charger blown?  It was not 
a challenge to predict that we were in for some big floods – many of us knew this.  Although 
it is heartbreaking to see our communities suffer at least as much from the flooding as the 
drought, stormwater remains in the spotlight and is attracting government funding as a 
result.  We all know that is the real driver – government investment.

I did not want to raise the issue of climate change, but I will say that there are cycles of 
droughts which are typically broken by floods.  We have seen floods before but the question 
is whether we have learned anything about flood management during the drought? Will we 
employ the same traditional solutions in isolation of other stormwater issues?

I hope we have learned something about stormwater management  through the drought.  
I choose to believe that the community and government is thinking more holistically 
about stormwater management in context of the hydrological cycle.  It is important to 
be reminded what mother nature does and that choosing to do otherwise is fraught with 
consequences. 

We are starting to recognise this and therefore I see the future of stormwater management 
as working with mother nature – not against – in a more holistic manner.  This means 
attempting to replicate what happens in nature and reducing the impacts of human 
existence, notably urbanisation.  This thinking can resolve numerous stormwater issues 
with one solution including (but not limited to) water quality and flooding.  There are many 
projects that demonstrate this thinking, the most high-profile probably being  Little Stringy 
Bark Creek.  It has been recognised for some time that the creation of impervious surfaces 
leads to degradation of our receiving waters. The LSBC project is about mimicking the pre-
development hydrological regimes in order to avoid or even reverse this degradation. 

I see the next decade in stormwater management being more sympathetic to our receiving 
waters; recognising that it is not only the quality of stormwater that degrades our 
environment, it is also the quantity.  I see the community valuing our waterways much 
more,  in turn demanding they be managed more appropriately; to create green veins 
where we can experience nature and bio-diversity as opposed to concrete drains and green 
deserts.  We will see more and more houses fronting onto our waterways rather than 
backing against them with a high paling fence and loads of lawn clippings dumped on the 
creek-side.

In terms of our stormwater solutions, I expect that we will be more willing to engage the 
simple yet effective ideas.  Leaders such as John Argue, and even our traditional farmers 
have employed these solutions for years.  Whilst high-tech solutions are attractive and sexy, 
often the simple agricultural solutions at a lot and neighbourhood scale are just as effective.

In the future, our communities will be less willing to accept “brown water” whether it be 
emanating from a building site or from an urban area.  There will be less concern with our 
kids jumping in puddles and catching a disease that we have trouble pronouncing.  We will 
enjoy the healthy green in our urban environment being passively irrigated by stormwater 
creating both cool and calm.  In the future stormwater will no longer be a dirty word.

Great Opportunity 
for Emerging 
Sustainability 
Leaders in NSW!
Advancing Sustainability Leaders 
is an innovative leadership 
development program for 
managers, senior staff and 
emerging leaders from all areas 
of local government in the Sydney 
Water or Sydney Catchment 
Authority operating areas.  This 
includes managers in roles as broad 
as engineering, communications, 
design, policy, finance, facilities,  
sustainability, planners and cultural 
services.

The year long leadership program 
involves actively working on a 
local council water project and 
developing skills to become an 
effective sustainability leader and 
catalyst for sustainability at work 
and in the community.  Program 
activities will take two hours a 
week on average over the life of 
the program. 

The program is offered free of 
charge. Equivalent leadership 
programs cost up to $8,000.  
Selection is competitive.

Advancing Sustainability Leaders 
is an initiative of the NSW 
Government through its Water for 
Life program. It is funded by the 
NSW Climate Change Fund. 

For more information and to get 
your application underway just go 
to: http://www.waterforlife.nsw.
gov.au/education/asl

Applications for the program will 
close on 17 October 2011.

DISCLAIMER
Statements made in the SIA Bulletin 
do not necessarily represent the 
views of Stormwater Industry 
Association Ltd or the Stormwater 
Industry Associations of New South 
Wales, Queensland, South Australia, 
Victoria, Western Australia or 
New Zealand. SIA Ltd and member 
Associations cannot accept 
responsibility for the accuracy of 
any information supplied or for any 
loss or damage which may arise 
from errors or omissions.



Upcoming Events
Facing the Future – Actions for 
the Environment Profession 2011

EIANZ Annual Conference

September 28-30, 2011 

Novotel Twin Waters Resort, 
Sunshine Coast, Queensland      
Web: www.eianz.org

WEFTEC 2011 Conference 

84th Annual Water Environment 
Federation 
Technical Exhibition and Conference

October 15-19, 2011 
Los Angeles Convention Center, Los 
Angeles, California, USA 
Web: www.weftec.org

Stormwater Harvesting in 
Western Australia - Hydropolis 
2012 

March 13th, 2012 
Perth     
Web: www.stormwaterwa.asn.au 
Email: info@stormwaterwa.asn.aus

Stormwater 2012 National 
Conference

15th - 19th October 2012 
The Sofitel Hotel, Melbourne, Vic

Stormwater in the Next 10 Years 
by Murray Powell - President Stormwater NSW

If you could predict the future you’d either be a stockbroker, or professional gambler….. 
hang on, they’re the same thing…… But you get my drift.  Here are a few of my 
thoughts.

Climate Change
After a decade with drought and ever increasing water restrictions, where the news 
every night would report on dam levels, we then had the news reporting on massive 
flooding in both regional areas and our capital cities all across the country.

What do they say?  “...when it rains, it pours”.  

Is the past a reflection of what we can expect into the future when it comes to 
weather?  I would think so.   We should all recognise these verses… I love a sunburnt 
country, a land of sweeping plains, of ragged mountain ranges, of drought and flooding 
rains… Dorothea McKellar 1904, from a poem titled “My Country”.  

Is climate change going to dramatically alter the way in which we design and manage 
stormwater?  I don’t think so.  There will be a lot of policies requiring it to be taken 
into account, but the fact will remain, that the order of magnitude difference when 
taking into account floods and droughts, should massively overshadow climate change, 
and I feel these events (rather than climate change) will have a greater influence on 
stormwater designs over the coming decades.

Stormwater Treatment
Fifteen years ago, the first proprietary GPTs hit the market.  Actually, back then there 
was no GPT market, and the pioneers created it, based on the community’s desire for 
cleaner waterways.  This trend I predict will continue.  

New devices and combinations of devices will continue to emerge. Some will be great 
ideas marketed poorly, and some very average ideas will be marketed really well.  But 
just as Councils are now understanding the difference between the various GPTs, this 
will start to extend to pit traps and media filters, and then into the “softer solutions” 
such as raingardens and bioinfiltration.

In the 1970s, Lawrence produced design curves stating that with 14 days residence 
time, wetlands would remove 70% of TP.  For decades everyone followed this design 
standard.  But it was only in the past decade, that it was proved to be false.  It took 
us 30 years to check and it was Lawrence who reported that 10% to 30% was more 
accurate.

Stormwater treatment will undergo increasing levels of validation.  More design 
guidance will be published, and more standards will be sought by designers and 
operators alike. 

The GPT testing protocol being undertaken by the SIA will only be the first of many 
“standards” the industry will develop.  How far this progresses in the next decade is 
anyone’s guess.  But apart from standards focused on performance and flow, I think 
Councils will dramatically raise Maintenance into a prominent position in the decision 
and approval process for ALL stormwater works.

Stormwater Maintenance
Councils and stormwater owners will bring maintenance frequency and cost to the front 
of the decision making process.  Councils will recognise their ever increasing number 
of stormwater treatment assets that need maintenance. Unless they get it all organised 
and budgeted, they will start losing control with treatment failures and problems 
resulting.  But the first signs that Councils are waking up to this big sleeping issue, are 
already happening.  Its slow and boring…. but oh so important. 

Continued page 7



Stormwater NSW Conference an 
Outstanding Success
More than 120 stormwater professionals from across Australia 
gathered at the Hunter Valley recently for the Stormwater NSW 
annual conference.

The conference which took place from September 5 to 9 has been, 
based on early feedback, an outstanding success.

Stormwater 360 was the platinum sponsor of the event. They had a 
great display and a lot of interest in their products and services, as 
did all the great exhibitors in the Trade Exhibition.

Stormwater NSW President, Murray Powell, was very excited about 
the achievements of the conference.

“One of the main reasons people come along to conferences is 
to meet other professionals in their field and to basically get re-
energised.” Mr Powell said.  “It’s a great way to remain technically 
up to date, as well as do some beneficial networking”.

“The feedback I have received tells me that nearly everyone who 
came along feels that sense of excitement and reinvigoration.”

“The full day workshops, the plenary presentations and the 
concurrent sessions were all exceptional. There were so many 
highlights it is hard for me to single out anything in particular, but I 
think the opening plenary presentation from Adrian McGregor just 
blew everyone away when he described what could be achieved 
when landscape architects, engineers and scientists work effectively 
together.

“And after Adrian’s presentation let our imaginations run wild, 
Professor James Ball’s follow up session brought us another 
perspective when he presented an outline of the new flooding and 
conveyance standards that is the core function of stormwater. It 
really was a perfect pairing to demonstrate the breadth of things 
covered by stormwater professionals.”

“And then there was the public declaration that John Argue 
should be nominated as a National Living Treasure; Jim Lenhart’s 
presentation on validating the effectiveness of stormwater 
management devices; Tim Fletcher’s presentation on the retrofit of 
existing suburbs… they were all first class.”

The social program also included a welcome reception at 
Bimbadgen Winery and the Stormwater NSW annual Awards 
Dinner at Lindeman’s Winery, which was proudly sponsored by 
Storm Consulting. “I think the quality of the award recipients 
just confirmed how innovative and professional stormwater 
management is becoming.’ Powell continued.

“The standout award recipient in the most hotly contested category 
– ‘Infrastructure’, was Willoughby Council, with an outstanding 
project.  Check out the Stormwater NSW website (www.siansw.
info) for more details.  All in all, our stormwater industry is growing, 
learning and doing some great things.” Mr Powell continued.

“And anyone who heard our leading Paralympian Kurt Fearnley’s 
speech at the Dinner will never forget it; he was remarkable.

‘The final day field trip was real stormwater weather, with the 
heavens opening up, but we still saw a CDS Unit being installed,

      Continues next page 

President’s 
Message
Dear Stormie,

Following our move to a colour SIA Bulletin, I hope you 
are pleased with the next evolution – a new format.  
This issue will be a collector’s issue, so the editorial 
team have incorporated something memorable, 
something we can look back on in years to come and 
still find something to ponder.  Watch this space for 
more exciting things to come.  We will to continue to 
create more opportunities for communicating with you 
and have plans for moving into the electronic media as 
the next evolution.

So, much is happening at both the state and national 
level at the moment: awards, conferences and seminars.  
I was out of action for a while and unfortunately missed 
many of these events, but I have had many fantastically 
positive reports about them.  I was able to attend 
a briefing session in Melbourne by the Australian 
Government in regard to the Stormwater Harvesting 
Grant Program.  SIA played a part in facilitating the 
sessions across the nation and I would like to thank 
each of the state representatives who willingly helped 
coordinate the sessions locally.

We are now increasing the focus on the Stormwater 12 
National Conference to be held in Melbourne next year.  
Not only will this conference have a national focus, 
it will also be an opportunity to showcase the city of 
Melbourne.  Melbourne is a wonderful city, with unique 
culture, architecture and urban vibrancy.  Stormies 
will be well-satisfied with its offerings and be spoilt for 
choice in the area of stormwater management.  

The SIA will have held its AGM by the time this goes to 
print.  In the next issue I will be able to let you know 
who is on the Board of Directors and Management 
Committee.  In conjunction with the AGM, there will 
be a planning day that will set the strategic direction 
for the coming year.  Many of the strategies have been 
drawn from the Communications Strategy developed 
over the last 18 months.

I hope you enjoy the new format for the Bulletin. 
As always, I am always pleased to hear from you at 
NationalPresident@stormwater.asn.au

Sia later,

Steve Frost, 
National President

Would You Like to Join the SIA?
To register as a member of the SIA, visit the association 
website at: www.stormwater.asn.au/join.asp

Alternatively email: manager@stormwater.asn.au 

SIA National - GPO Box 1261, Canberra  ACT  2601 
Phone: 1800 761 777        www.stormwater.asn.au



from previous page - Stormwater NSW Conference

a new WSUD designed carpark, wetland centre, creek rehab 
and a residential development’s stormwater controls….. we had 
something for everyone, including rain’. 

Powell also thanked Brown Consulting for their Conference 
Sponsorship. “I know how tight things are in the business world 
at the moment and for companies like Stormwater 360, Storm 
Consulting and Brown Consulting as well as all the great companies 
who supported the Trade Exhibition to do what they did is a great 
vote of confidence in the Association”.

Powell then congratulated the Stormwater NSW Conference 
Committee which included Peter Bennett, John Constandopolous, 
Steve Frost, Richard McManus, Natalie Payne and all the other 
members of the Stormwater NSW Committee.  ‘They should be 
very proud of what we achieved at this conference’.

Powell concluded by congratulating Julie McGraw and the team at 
GEMS Event Management for the job they did.

“A member of the GEMS Event Team, Chris Gray was also our MC 
and multiple attendees considered him to be the best MC they had 
ever heard!  Being articulate, knowledgeable and passionate is a 
rare combination and he has it.”

“We have come to know GEMS Event Management as the 
consumate professionals when it comes to organising a successful 
and effective professional development activity like this 
conference.  We use them every year, and they never let us down.  

‘They have a reputation as a leader in the Conference and Event 
Management  field.  It is a reputation that has been well earned.”

Meet Our Sustaining Members

Humes Water Solutions is a market leading specialised portfolio 
of Humes®, providing expert advice and pre-cast civil engineering 
solutions for the management of quality and quantity aspects of 
stormwater and water resources. 

Humes® has a 100 year history of engineering precast and 
prestressed concrete solutions including stormwater pipe, 
box culverts, tunnels, shafts, bridges, platforms, stormwater 
quality improvement devices, detention/infiltration systems and 
harvesting/reuse systems. 

We have a team of qualified professionals with experience in urban 
design, hydraulic modelling, WSUD, civil earthworks, installation, 
structural engineering, environmental science, and water quality 
that you can draw on for assistance in finding the optimal solution 
on every project. 

Our solutions are rigorously tested in the laboratory and proven 
in the field. Backed by the strength of Holcim, one of the world’s 
leading suppliers of cement and aggregates, Humes® operates 
under ISO9001 quality assurance procedures and ISO14000 
environmental management processes. 

We are constantly developing and innovating our solutions to meet 
the changing needs of industry. Our solutions feature in several 
award-winning projects across Australia.

Stormwater in the News 
More and more the mainstream media are covering 
stormwater issues and we think that’s just great.  
Please find below just a couple of examples where 
editors believe the general public has a genuine 
interest in stormwater.  If you spot an article 
covering stormwater that you think our members 
would like to know about then please send the link 
(preferably) or the details to:  
rworthy@gemspl.com.au.  Editor

SWANS project in line for 
sustainability award
MARCUS MARRO, 23 Aug, 2011

Stawell - Northern Grampians Shire Council has 
reached the semi finals for the Department of 
Sustainability and Environment Water Efficiency 
Improvement Award.

To read more go to: http://www.stawelltimes.com.
au/news/local/news/general/swans-project-in-line-
for-sustainability-award/2267139.aspx?src=email

Stormwater from the streets of 
Bondi will now flush toilets 

StreetCorner, 25/08/2011 

By Waverley Council

Waverley Mayor Sally Betts said following the 
success of the stormwater harvesting and reuse 
scheme at Bronte Park, Council will now build 
another one near the Bondi Skate Park. 

To read more go to: http://streetcorner.com.
au/news/showPost.cfm?bid=22059&mycomm=ES#.
Tlh0q-eZSsw.email

Become a Sustaining 
Member of the SIA
Becoming a Sustaining Member of the Stormwater 
Industry Association benefits your organisation 
in many ways including participating in the 
management of state SIAs through election to 
state committees, building your profile within 
the stormwater industry, providing networking 
opportunities and assisting with your staff 
education through seminar and conference 
discounts. 

To find out more about becoming a Sustaining 
Member of the SIA please email  NationalAdmin@
stormwater.asn.au.



The Best is Yet to Come: 
A Vision  of the Stormwater Landscape in Adelaide in 2021 
by Andrew King - Vice-Chair, Stormwater Industry Association (South Australia)

With where we stand today, there is the great potential for the 2021 Stormwater Landscape in Adelaide to be an exciting and 
rewarding place to be. 

Over the last couple of years there has been a focused and strong redirection of where Adelaide (and more broadly – South 
Australia) is heading and this re-envisioning is bringing with it a raft of support and supplementary reports, plans, blueprints, 
strategies, taskforces, research support and working papers.

It is the actions of today which will have the greatest impact on sculpting the water landscape of the future...

Importantly, those documents most closely influencing the stormwater landscape (Water for Good, Stormwater Strategy 
and Green Infrastructure Working Paper – just to mention a few) are now using the language and opening the conversations 
that would support a positive future.  For example, referencing Adelaide as a truly ‘Water Sensitive City’, total water cycle 
management, sustainable communities, green infrastructure, urban heat island effect, climate change adaptation, mandated 
water sensitive urban design and an integrated approach to water management; is music to the ears of those who have been 
endeavouring to advance the profile of stormwater management in South Australia.

There is the potential that solid and robust strategies and practices will be in place to address the majority of the key issues 
associated with sustainable stormwater management.  The road map will be drawn, with mile posts clearly defined and 
progress against these being measured.

It is the actions of today which will have the greatest impact on sculpting the water landscape of the future and the 
establishment of policies, legislation, specific programs and actions will see the fruition on-ground with genuine advancement 
and benefit in 2021.  

The necessity to do things differently is also one of the greatest opportunities to foster innovation in new approaches.  Urban 
consolidation (infill and renewal) means that the available space in our communities for the adoption of traditional stormwater 
management techniques will have shrunk resulting in new approaches being adopted quickly and widely.

Adelaide as a truly water sensitive city in 2021 will be a genuine reality, but what is required to get there is us: the people and 
personalities in the stormwater industry (and our colleagues in other associated industries) need to ensure that the current 
plans and strategies are effectively converted into implementable legislation, programs and actions. 

Continued from front page -  The Future of Stormwater in Australia

By 2050 it is likely that there will be 9 billion people on this planet, which will be a 50% increase on numbers in 2000.  He 
believes that sustainable peace in the world cannot be maintained without sustainable development.  Blue Gold is how one 
author described water and, as water becomes a commodity of increasing value, it is the poor and underprivileged who will be 
denied access.  How we manage stormwater, and water in general will be a critical component of any future scenario.

An example of population pressures can be seen in what has been dubbed the Arab Spring.  The biggest event of the Arab 
Spring has been the Egyptian revolution, which saw the fall of a 30 year dictatorship.  Other countries, such as Syria and Libya, 
are experiencing similar change.  Some commentators say that one of the factors is that there has been a population explosion 
in the Arab world.  This has resulted in a shift in the demographic with 20% of the people now being aged between 15 and 24.  
At the same time there is declining productivity and high unemployment in many of these countries causing a need to import 
food at inflated and expensive prices.  Providing sustainable supplies of water is challenging in such an environment and I can 
only hypothesise that there is little discussion in these countries in regard to stormwater management.

When I was in the United States last year to attend StormCon, there was a lot of discussion about the future of stormwater.  It 
was fairly widely agreed that, whichever scenario eventuates, the future is going to be expensive.  Much of this will be driven 
by more sophisticated technological solutions being proposed and developed.  I think that this is likely to happen in Australia, 
and less so in developing nations, where more low-tech solutions are likely.  We all need peace, stable government and 
effective institutions to support sustainable development to facilitate a future scenario that embraces the transition to water 
sensitive cities.  Stormwater is an integral component of a water sensitive city, so I believe that if we have the factors that 
support sustainable development, then stormwater will be an important component of the future in Australia.  

However, if the really big challenges such as population pressures are not well managed, many of the nice-to-have options 
tend to be pushed into the background.  At the end of the day, it will be the political-social influences that will shape future 
scenarios most expedient at the time.  Let’s hope that our voice, expertise and influence will be heard in any such future.



Forward Thinking 10 Years for Stormwater in WA
by Jim Davies  - Chair SIA WA

In the south west of Western Australia , where most of the state’s population live, the major stormwater (including 
groundwater in the definition) issue over the next 10 years is undoubtedly water shortage rather than water excess. This 
situation has arisen as a result of several confounding factors: declining annual rainfall and storm rainfalls, rapidly increasing 
population and water resources utilisation approaching sustainable limits.  

Flood risk and associated stormwater infrastructure will become less of an issue, than it already is; Perth for example has only 
one third the storm rainfall intensities of Brisbane or Sydney – and so far, unlike these cities, there is no evidence of increasing 
intensity locally associated with climate change. 

The emphasis for water resource managers, as well as drainage engineers, will therefore be to make the best use of the 
change to the hydrologic cycle associated with land development. In summary – land development (land use change from 
native vegetation or farming to urban/industrial) results in a reduction in the evaporation/evapotranspiration component of 
the water balance and a corresponding increase in surface runoff.  This increase in surface runoff can be harvested under the 
generic banner of “stormwater harvesting”. 

In the south west of WA there are opportunities to harvest this water into either the shallow unconfined aquifer (by infiltration 
to the water table) or into a deeper, confined aquifer(by pumping). Once recharged into either aquifer this excess water from 
land use change is then available for irrigation abstraction and other uses. A further benefit is also achieved by reducing the 
surface flow of often nutrient enriched surface water to waterways. Both the Peel-Harvey and  the Vase –Wonnerup waterways 
are Ramsar listed wetlands with international significance for waterbirds etc – and are threatened by eutrophication.

In summary therefore the decadal challenge for water resources managers in the south west of WA is to initiate pilot schemes 
for aquifer recharge (particularly into confined aquifers) according to National Guidelines, so  that stormwater (including 
groundwater) harvesting into these aquifers can become standard practice. This will have the multiple benefits of conserving 
stormwater for reuse, whilst reducing highly nutrient enriched discharge to receiving water bodies, and at the same time 
reducing downstream stormwater infrastructure.

Continued from page 3 - Stormwater in the Next 10 Years 

Stormwater Harvesting
This will be the area of real development and learning.  Many of the early stormwater harvesting schemes will likely be 
classes as failures and rebuilt.  There is a lot to learn and know when it comes to designing, building and operating these 
schemes.  And the industry is doing that learning now. In 10 years time, systems will be more robust and reliable, based on the 
operational knowledge gained.

And outsourcing the operation of the schemes, will become the norm and spawn a new series of companies set up with 
mechanical, electrical, process and maintenance people to keep the stormwater harvesting plants producing water for us. 
While Desalination will become more common, so will stormwater harvesting.

Review and upgrading of current guidelines can be expected to increase.  Monitoring requirements for a wide range of 
chemicals will be introduced.  Mandatory standards for disinfection (based on end use) will come into play.  This will force 
treatment trains to include membranes as a common element in stormwater harvesting.  The requirements will get closer and 
closer to wastewater and potable water treatment and standards.  And won’t that be fun for everyone!

WSUD
20 years ago it was BATEA.  10 years ago it was BMP.  Today its WSUD.  In 10 years time, we’ll have a new acroymn for what is 
essentially the “evolution of stormwater management”.  Who knows what it will be...

I can’t remember who said it, but I remember a quote... “the only thing certain about change, is change itself”.



SIA National & State Committees
Stormwater Industry 
Association Ltd
NATIONAL CONTACT DETAILS 
SIA Ltd - GPO Box 1261 
Canberra ACT 2601
NationalPresident@stormwater.asn.au
NationalAdmin@stormwater.asn.au
Editor@stormwater.asn.au
Ph: 1800 761 777

Executive
President: Steve Frost (Stormwater NSW)
Secretary: Andrew Allan (Stormwater VIC)
Administration: Richard Wearne

Committee:
Andrew King (SIA SA)
Jim Davies (SIA WA)
John Keays (SIA QLD)
Brett Phillips (Stormwater NSW)
Rod Wiese (Stormwater VIC)
Natalie Payne (Stormwater NSW)
Kylie Hyde (SIA SA)
Sarah Jones (SIA QLD)

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
SIA SA - PO Box 148 
North Adelaide SA 5006
siasa@stormwater.asn.au 

Executive
Chairperson: Kylie Hyde (United Water)
Deputy Chair: Andrew King (City of West 
Torrens)
Secretary: Cindy Oliver (Greenhill Engineers)
Treasurer: Nicholas Deeks (GHD)

Committee:  
Dean Nobbs (GHD)
Frank Berton (AECOM)
Mark Schilling (Parsons Brinckerhoff)
Paul de Palma (Aurecon)
Jude Nirmalaraja (City of Onkaparinga)
Steve Condos (City of Charles Sturt)
Peter Newland (Environment Protection 
Auth)
Simon Sherriff (Department for Water)
Simon Bartosak (Humes)
Chris Michell (Rocla)
Dean Morris (Ecosol) 
Robin Allison (DesignFlow)

QUEENSLAND 
SIA QLD - PO Box 1221 
Burwood NSW 1805
siaqld@stormwater.asn.au 
Ph: (02) 9744 5252

Executive
President: Peter Comino (SMEC)
Vice President: Nicole Ramilo (BMT WBM)
Secretary: Lindsay McLeod (Moreton Bay 
Regional Council)
Treasurer: Mark Henry Rubarenzya (GHD)

Committee:
Charles Coathup (Ecosol)
Peter Grainger (Stormwater360)
John Jensen (East Coast Environmental 
Solutions)
Bill Johnson (Parsons Brinckerhoff)
Sarah Jones (Healthy Waterways)
Louis Kamenos (Lou Kamenos & Associates) 
John Keays (Keays Software)
Jason Kenny (Ecosol)
Karl Koberg (Rocla Pipeline Products)
Dr Brian McIntosh (International WaterCentre)
Rob Ritchie (Humes)
Peter Wirth (Rocla Pipeline Products)
David Simpson (Brisbane City Council)
Michael Spiller (Humes)

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
SIA WA - 5 Mirfield Street 
Roleystone WA, 6111
info@stormwaterwa.asn.au 
Ph: 0439 901 932 

Executive
Chairman: Jim Davies (JDA Consultant 
Hydrologists)
Secretary: Chris Horgan (Horgan Engineering)
Treasurer: Don Pearce (Promaco)

Committee:  
Mark Cavaney (Aurecon)
Nicholas Deeks (GHD)
Stephen Duncan (Humes)
Simon Gray (Rocla)
Alan Hill
Christopher Braggins (Ecosol)
Bill Till (Department of Water)

NEW SOUTH WALES
Stormwater NSW - PO Box 1221 
Burwood  NSW 1805
siansw@stormwater.asn.au 
Ph: (02) 9744 5252

Executive
President: Murray Powell (Optimal Stormwater)
Vice President: Steve Frost (Fairfield City 
Council)
Treasurer: Brett Phillips (Cardno)
Secretary: Eric Love (Star Water Solutions) 

Committee:
Peter Bennett (Baramy Engineering)
Barry Birch (Master Plumbers Association)
Kate Black (Sydney Metropolitan CMA)
Aaron Cortese (Ecosol)
Martin Ryzak (Rocla Pipeline Products)
John Constandopoulos (Sinclair Knight Merz)
Sophia Findlay (Ku-ring-gai Council)
Natalie Payne (Blacktown City Council)
Rob Peterson (Brown Consulting)
Harout Tcherkezian (Stormwater360)
Matthew Lewis (Sydney Water)
Ben Wolfgramm (Storm Consulting)
Erin Sellers (Fairfield City Council)

VICTORIA
Stormwater Victoria - 141 Queen Street 
Altona Vic 3018 
office@stormwatervictoria.com.au 
Ph: 0409 978 453

Executive
President: Rod Wiese (Storm Consulting)
Vice President: Sheridan Blunt (Moonee Valley 
Council)
Treasurer: Andrew Allan (Manningham Council)
Secretary: Peter Morison (Monash University)

Committee:
Iouri Vaisman
Nina Barich (Melbourne Water)
Esther Kay (Environment & Land Management)
Jamie Tainton (Storm Consulting)
Mandy Bolton  (Department of Sustainability 
and Environment)
Damien D’Aspromente (Parsons Brinkerhoff)
Andrew Clifton (Rocla Products)
Leigh Holmes (CPG Australia)
David Howard (GHD)
Nathan Clements (Parsons Brinckerhoff)
Emily Kaye (Clearwater)
Robert Sundblom (Monash City Council)
Ben Ngyen (Humes Water Solutions)
Sarah Law (Water Technologies)
Peter Diprose (Humes Water Solutions)
Note: Contact details contained in this 
document may not be used for unsolicited 
commercial electronic messages.

STORMWATER INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVES
The Stormwater Industry Association (SIA) is made up of a number of entities.  These include 
associations incorporated in individual Australian States (State SIAs) and Nationally through a 
non-profit company called the Stormwater Industry Association Ltd, also known as SIA National.

The objectives for which SIA National is established are:
• To determine and coordinate policy direction for the State SIAs
• To implement policy via the State SIAs
• To represent the State SIAs at the Australian Government level
• To lobby the Federal Government policy advisors and committees for better 

environmental and technological management of stormwater
• To represent the State SIAs on national issues with national groups, organisations, 

institutes and elsewhere, as requested
• To further nationally the interests of the State SIAs in stormwater management
• To promote the establishment of a Stormwater Industry Association within all States 

and Territories of Australia
• To promote interaction between State SIAs

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
Please advise your relevant State Association 
if you are moving.  A quick call can ensure that 
your newsletter goes to the correct address or 
replacement person in your organisation.  This 
is also important for your email news.  Often 
Bulletins are returned through the post with no 
explanation by front desk staff because you no 
longer work at the organisation and the new 
person in your role is left out of the loop.


